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Annual Knawel  Scleranthus annuus 

 

 

A Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species which is Nationally Endangered, 

here growing luxuriantly at City Farm, Eynsham, one of only two sites in the 

county. It was found by Alan Larkman who is studying the site for its fantastic 

abundance of farmland birds.  

Photo by Phil Cutt. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Changes to the Rare Plants Group in 2013 

For more than 15 years, the Oxford Rare Plants Group worked hard to conserve some 18 rare 

plants in Oxfordshire under the leadership of Camilla Lambrick as its Chairman, Alison 

McDonald as its Treasurer and Susan Erskine as its Secretary. Recently Camilla has been 

unwell and has retired from the chairmanship and Alison has also retired from the committee. 

I agreed to take on the role of Chairman on a temporary basis. 

Before I continue, I should like to pay tribute to those three pillars of the group, Camilla, 

Alison and Susan, and the huge amount of work they have done over the years.  

For many of our species we needed to alter the character of the work we do and given the 

changes in personnel, we decided that the time was ripe to change the way the group operates 

and to widen the nature of our remit. Accordingly we held a discussion meeting on 27 April. 

We were delighted in the interest shown at that meeting; there was a fruitful discussion and 

many useful suggestions were made. Many people showed interest in being part of the Group. 

Importantly, at that meeting, it was decided to change the name to the Oxfordshire Flora 

Group. The group’s remit would be: 

 Continue to work on species and sites 

 Organise botanical walks for training in survey work and identification 

 Botanical recording for the BSBI Atlas 2020+. 

An enlarged committee was formed and throughout 2013, work went forward on putting into 

place suitable systems which would enable the reconstituted group to function efficiently 

with fewer committee meetings. Notably, Sue Helm agreed to become the Flora Guardian 

Coordinator and she has set up a space on the “cloud” in Dropbox where reports and other 

documents can be viewed by Flora Guardians and committee members. There will also be 

more general information on the website, including a calendar. 

Sally Rankin became Treasurer after the discussion meeting and at the turn of the year, I 

stood down as Chairman and Susan Erskine took over. Phil Cutt replaced Susan as Secretary. 

We’re also grateful to Sally Abbey for taking on the editorship of the newsletter, which is 

now to be online, from Serena Marner. 

Organisational work is ongoing and 2013 also saw much of the usual work on rare plants 

continuing as before, as you will read elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 Frances Watkins 

 

 

THE PLANTS WE MONITOR 

 

Apium graveolens   Wild Celery 
Wild Celery Apium graveolens, which is a biennial, has been monitored at Marcham since 

1998. In that time, the counts of this species have been highly variable, with tallies of over 

2000 flowering plants in exceptional years, as well as six years where no plants were 

recorded at all. In 2013, not one plant or seedling of Wild Celery was seen, despite it 

following a year of exceptional coverage in 2012.  

Management at the site has been varied over recent years in a bid to get the Celery thriving. 

When the Celery patch is left unploughed, a sward of dense Creeping Bent Agrostis 

stolonifera tends to take over, which appears to prevent the Celery from germinating 
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effectively. The HLS agreement the farm was signed up to in 2011 included provision for 

phased management of the Celery patch, which involves dividing it into three parts and 

ploughing only one part each year on rotation. The aim of this management is for this 

biennial species to persist as seedlings, first year plants and second year plants each year. 

Looking at the rotational management strips on the ground, however, there appears to be 

some inconsistency in width when compared with the OFG's previous recommendations, and 

in fact a much wider area is being cultivated than was originally recommended. A field 

meeting has been scheduled for spring 2014 with a representative from Natural England's 

Land Management Team, and it is hoped that this will help to guide future refinement of the 

patch's HLS management plan.  

The next count is scheduled for August 2014. The farm worker who ploughed the area in 

autumn 2013 reported smelling faint Wild Celery at the time of ploughing so, despite not 

having been visible at all last year (in June, August or November), it is hoped that this bodes 

well for a better count in 2014. 

Rebecca Read 

 

Apium repens    Creeping Marshwort 
On Port Meadow at the end of August no Creeping Marshwort plants were found in either the 

north or south permanent quadrat areas, due to late emergence of these sites from flood water 

in June 2013. Some populations in the ‘strandline’ zone of the previous temporary lake were 

re-found, but it was a surprise that a lot of these marginal  populations along 51m of the 

northern shore of the lake found in 2012 were completely absent in August 2013. Surviving 

populations were adjacent to the raised ground landfill area and the concrete causeway to 

Burgess Field. Inflorescences were few – only 22 counted. The Burgess Field corner 

population was still present, but occupying a smaller area than previous years and no 

flowering was seen. 

In contrast, in North Hinksey grazed meadow (Oxford Preservation Trust site) Creeping 

Marshwort had a very good year with an extensive population around the central shallow 

ditch and 427 inflorescences were counted. This is despite the earlier observed death of some 

of the plants from drought and trampling in the hot weather of June-July. In contrast on 

Binsey Green there was yet another year of no-show of any plants and the vegetation in the 

previously recorded areas was far too rank, indicating not enough grazing. 

Natural England’s aims are to have Apium repens in five sites in Oxfordshire.  As the North 

Hinksey population is doing so well, the possibility of using some of the plants to populate a 

new suitable meadow arose. With suitable permissions and a licence achieved, a trial 

introduction to a possibly suitable floodplain meadow of the Cherwell, near New Marston 

was carried out on 27th September 2013.  Ramets were dug up from scattered locations in the 

North Hinksey Meadow, kept moist and rushed round to the Marston Meadow where they 

were re-planted along a transect from the edge of a temporary lake 

zone to drier grassland. I’m grateful for the help of Camilla Lambrick 

and Rob Burton. The meadow is grazed by a mixture of cattle and 

horses. We look forward to seeing how well these transplants survive 

in 2014. In 2014 the search will be on for yet another suitable wet 

grazed meadow that might be host to some transplants. 

 

This year saw some news from Walthamstow Marshes SSSI in Lee 

Valley Country Park, Greater London, which is the only other 

floodplain Creeping Marshwort site (where it was discovered in 

2002).  Unfortunately the hydrology of the marsh seems to have recently changed to the 

detriment of the plant. In 2012 it started growing, but then the water table dropped sharply in 
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the summer, such that the adjacent ditch dried out for a long period and left the Creeping 

Marshwort high and dry (very surprising considering the wet summer of 2012). This alone 

seems to have been enough to cause all of the plants to fade and die. In 2013 the hydrological 

conditions were similarly unfavourable and despite there being gaps in the vegetation to 

permit re-establishment, this hasn’t happened, even when the ground has been damp. This 

leaves Port Meadow and North Hinksey meadow now the only two sites in the country for 

this species. 

All Port Meadow and North Hinksey areas with Creeping Marshwort were well under flood 

water in January 2014. It is to be hoped this quickly disappears come spring. 

Judy Webb 

 

Aristolochia clematitis   Birthwort 
 

The site was visited briefly (by SMO) early in June, when it was observed that shoots of 

Birthwort were emerging, but none were yet in flower. Flowering appeared to be occurring 

later this year, probably because of the prolonged period of cold weather in the spring of 

2013. 

The site was visited again (by SMO) on 14 August. The Birthwort at Godstow appeared to be 

doing well. The distribution of shoots of Birthwort was very similar to that in previous years. 

A count was made of shoots, which amounted to 305. 

This is a conservative estimate, as usual, as many of the 

shoots were growing among nettles and under hawthorn 

hedges. By this time, flowering was over, but it was 

observed that there were at least three large fruiting 

bodies present on individual shoots (all growing in or 

next to the ditch or former drainage channel). These were 

all about 2.5 cm in diameter, which is larger than any 

fruiting bodies observed in the past 10 years.    

 

Sheila Ottway 

 

 

 

 

 

Carex filiformis   Downy-fruited Sedge 
This is a new plant for us to monitor; the location is the same field as the Fen Violet on the 

MOD rifle range on Otmoor.  Natural England has asked us to create some baseline data as 

this plant is mentioned in the citation and is in their 5-year plan. 

Carex filiformis tends to form large clumps, up to several metres in diameter. The number of 

plants present in ten random one metre quadrats in one clump were counted to give a rough 

population estimate which was calculated to be 126,750.  This equated to 32.5 plants per m² 

on average with a maximum density of 190 per m².  Further surveys will be carried out in 

future years. 

Phil Cutt 
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Carex vulpina   True Fox-sedge 
Visits were made to two of the sites this year. At the Otmoor Spinney 14 plants were found, 

all flowering except two in the ride at the southern end which had been strimmed back. In 

general the plants were doing well and one had 54 inflorescences.  

Asham Meads was visited on 9 July by Steve Heath, Chris Littler and Becky Woodell.  

Despite information to the contrary, mowing was already in progress and the sites for the 

young plants were mown.    

Steve found the cut stems of 80 inflorescences in the general area in Lower Marsh where 

Becky recalled young plants in previous years. Chris found ten similar cut stems in 

Roebotham in the area where young plants had been found in previous years.  

The large plant in the spinney was in good condition and 157 inflorescences were found 

compared to 45 in 2012. 

Camilla Lambrick/Becky Woodell 

 

 

Cynoglossum germanicum    Green Hound’s-tongue 

The site at Pyrton had so many plants, it was impossible to count them.  We estimated around 

3,000 healthy and well grown plants. The site at Stratford Bridge near Wootton is more 

problematic as Goosegrass is choking the young seedlings.  Goosegrass seedlings were 

removed from the site in April but came back with a vengeance. There were 21 flowering 

plants, all tall and healthy and numerous seedlings, found under layers of Goosegrass which 

is thriving due to the nitrogen leaching from the surrounding fields. We are considering 

finding another suitable site to grow some seedlings but will try again to reduce the 

Goosegrass in 2014. 

Shirley Leach 

 

Filago pyramidata   Broad-leaved Cudweed 

 
This photo of Filago pyramidata shows the 

pyramid structure of the inflorescence, which 

gives it its specific name 

 

Photograph: Susan Erskine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was not a good year for Broad-leaved Cudweed Filago pyramidata. The late spring 

seems to have impeded its growth. In the past below-freezing winter temperatures have 

seemed to encourage germination, 2013 was not cold enough for long enough! 

Buckland Warren SSSI: No plants were found at Buckland Warren, where even the Common 

Cudweed was not prolific.  I intended visiting the site later in July or August after some 

substantial rainfall. Unfortunately I was unable to do this due to unforeseen circumstances. 

However this site has had its ups and downs in the past and hopefully 2014 will see the 

plant’s re-appearance. 
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Sonning Pit:  The 44 metre transect was laid out across the quarry floor. Sue Helm, Ann Cole, 

Rob Burton and myself conducted the hands-and-knees search in alternate quadrats along this 

line. The plants were even smaller than usual but they were flowering and hopefully setting 

seed. Altogether 110 plants were recorded. The quarry floor remains a suitable habitat, with 

plenty of bare or sparsely vegetated ground. There is some encroachment of Brambles and 

Tor-grass, but it has not increased since last year. 

Of the two other noteworthy plants of this site, Candytuft  Iberis amara was found in reduced 

numbers but still viable, whilst Lesser Centaury Centaurium pulchellum was not found. 

The Oxfordshire Flora Group thank the owners of both these sites for their co-operation with 

the group in helping to look after these rare species.  

Susan Erskine 

 

Gallium tricornutum   Corn Cleavers 

The Corn Cleavers plants grew successfully on introduction and set seed with an average of 

16 seeds per plant although a considerable amount of seed was lost prior to the count being 

made.  Considerable effort was required to ensure that the Triangle was weeded both around 

the introduced plants and around the plots.  Discussions have been had on whether this should 

continue for next year or whether some other method should be used for controlling weeds 

until the Corn Cleavers is better established.  Topping, hand pulling and herbicide have all 

been discussed, particularly to control 

Charlock.  Corn Cleavers is a spring 

germinating species, so a method that can be 

carried out before it emerges might be 

preferable, otherwise hand pulling.  We hope 

that the Oxford Botanic Gardens will have a 

team of volunteers who might be able to go 

out in the week to do weed control.  Oxford 

Botanic Gardens also have some seed left 

over and after discussion it was decided that 

they should be germinated and grown on to 

augment the population already in the 

Triangle.  A survey in May 2014 to assess how well the plants are doing is planned, possibly 

on a weekday evening after work. 

Rebecca Tibbetts   (Photo of fruits by Alison Foster) 

 

 

 

 

Gentianella anglica   Early Gentian 

The first Oxford Flora Group field education event was a success, with around ten people in 

attendance (some arriving later in the day). None of the National Trust wardens were able to 

attend, but expressed their support by e-mail. Kathy Warden and Chris Harford kindly 

assisted with finding the Early Gentian locations.  

 Along the road verge from the car park the base of  the Shepherd’s Steps, a total of 99 Early 

Gentian were recorded, with a majority on the northern verge, though there was a large patch 

on the south verge at the Shepherd’s Steps. Although later than normal the timing proved 

correct given the late season, as the majority of the Early Gentian were either flowering or 

just about to flower. This is much higher than the 2010 count. 

A patch of around ten Early Gentian was noted by some late arrivals as they walked down the 

hillside  
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A further 73 Early Gentian were found in the vicinity of the back legs and tail of the White 

Horse, though only around 35 of these were flowering (but the vegetative plants were closely 

associated with the flowering plants and likely to be Early Gentian too).  

Poor weather prevented a detailed search of Dragon Hill and Hackpen Hill. 

Susan Erskine, based on a report from Geoff Moxon 

 

 

Lythrum hyssopifolia   Grass-poly 
Cholsey, nr Wallingford 

The amount of plants was overwhelming as flooding had taken place during the previous 

winter which had smothered the vegetation in the field.  The number was impossible to count 

but must have been about 40,000.  All plants were in a healthy state. 

Shirley Leach 

 

Microthlaspi perfoliatum   Perfoliate Penny-cress 
Bridgefield Bridge:  Susan Erskine, Margaret Cochrane, Steven Heathcote and Lizzie Cooke 

met on a glorious Spring day. We laid out the quadrats on the protected area at the top of the 

cutting, which enabled us to be reasonably certain of finding all the plants and not counting 

any twice. 

We found eight plants in total. Two plants had seven flowering shoots each; two plants had 

two flowering shoots each; one bushy plant had nine flowering shoots; one had three 

flowering shoots and two were singletons. There should be a reasonable seed set from these. 

As the season was late, due to a very cold spring, it is expected that more plants would 

germinate. 

Last August we were only able to dig over about a third of the quadrat area, which was 

densely covered with Ranunculus repens. All the plants were found in this cleared area, but 

there was ample bare ground for future germination. 

It was also noted that Network Rail had planted a Blackthorn hedge between the fence and 

the cutting bank. Some vigorous pruning of this will be needed and any suckers encroaching 

on the protected area will need to be removed. 

Palmer’s Bank: Margaret, Steven and Lizzie then went on to Palmer’s Bank.  

Eighteen plants were found, rather thin and straggly in long grass. They were mostly 

singletons, some already setting seed.  The area around the Hawthorn tree remains the only 

locality, though the hedge line was searched for some distance.  There was no sign of any 

disturbance of the ground. 

Susan Erskine 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microthlaspi perfoliatum at Bridgefield Bridge in April. From left to right are: Lizzie Cooke, 

Stephen Heathcote and Margaret Cochrane 
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Oenanthe silaifolia    Narrow-leaved Water-dropwort 
This year Camilla Lambrick and I collaborated in a training session on identification of this 

species for BBOWT volunteer recorders at Meadow Farm, Blackthorn on 6 June. This is an 

ancient diverse floodplain meadow next to the River Ray with ridge and furrow structure. 

The furrows were rich in swamp communities with both O. silaifolia and greater quantities of 

Tubular Water-dropwort O. fistulosa and also smaller amounts of True Fox-sedge, Carex 

vulpina. Very good numbers of O silaifolia were seen, but the plants were not yet in full 

flower at the time of the visit so a count was not achieved on that day. The final totals were 

achieved by BBOWT a little time later using the identification pointers we were able to give. 

Judy Webb 

 

 

Pulsatilla vulgaris   Pasqueflower 

2013 proved to be a remarkably good year for Pasqueflower flowering on many sites, perhaps 

encouraged by the wet summer the previous year, and even the small Aston Upthorpe 

population put on a splendid display.  Most exciting of all, however, was the fact that small 

clusters of plants were found outside the exclosure at four separate locations to the north, east 

and west, with those to the north (uphill) a full 20 metres up from the main population.  This 

is very encouraging news and a hopeful indication that the efforts of the landowner and 

Natural England on rabbit control are paying off. 

 
 

One of the new Pasqueflower groups (foreground) with exclosure in the background 

The natural regeneration outside the exclosure will be taken into account in deciding where 

on site to introduce the young plants raised from Aston Upthorpe seed collected in 2012.   

The seed from that particularly cold, wet year has not proved as successful as previous 

batches, with lower percentage germination and seedling survival. However, it is planned to 

return another group to the site in the course of the year. Of the original 1999 augmentation, 

57% of the transplants survive.In the coming year further leaf samples will be taken for DNA 

analysis in an on-going project by Kew. 

 
Kathy Warden 
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Salvia pratensis    Meadow Clary 

Meadow Clary at Ardley was not really holding its own in 2013, with a total of about 14 

plants. Moreover, flowering was not very prolific compared with other years. One old plant 

(B, recorded in the 1980s by Sue Everett) had eight flowering shoots, and the sole survivor of 

Kathy Warden’s planting of four plants in 2000 had the same number. There were about nine 

small plants (self-sown) clustered around this one; they had three or four flowering shoots. 

Two juveniles from the seeding onto cleared areas in 2005 and 2006 are growing slowly, 

down from 17 seedlings seen in 2007. Sadly of the 27 plants planted out in 2007, only one 

now survives, down from two in 2012. 

The bad news is that the tussocks of Tor-grass Brachypodium rupestre were too large to dig 

out so we cut off the inflorescences. We also had a go at digging up thistles and ragwort, but 

scrub is invading and needs a more ruthless approach. The good news is that Christine Marsh 

has taken over as Flora Guardian for this species. 

Camilla Lambrick 

 

 

 

 

Sium latifolium   Greater Water-parsnip 
Wytham, Hagley Pool ditch: This was visited on 6 August 2013 by Judy Webb and Rob 

Burton. The ditch edges were, for the most part, overgrown with tall Common Reed and it 

was difficult to access the bank edge to search for non-flowering plants. Flowering Sium 

plants were obvious and regarding just these, it was present as three separate clumps of 28, 

nine, and three flowering stems, giving a total of 40 flowering stems. All positions were the 

same as have been recorded along the banks at previous visits; no new populations were 

recorded. Several other ditch sections are due for cleaning out this autumn by FAI Farms and 

this presents the possibility of increasing the population by spreading Sium seed in the newly 

cleaned sections or planting out young plants germinated from such seed. 

Old Marston, Burnt Mill Meadow ditch: This was visited on 8 August 2013 by Judy Webb 

and Camilla Lambrick.  Sium was present at the position seen before as seven tall flowering 

plants plus two small non-flowering plants. Total nine plants in an area of not more than 3 m 

of the bank to the channel in a vegetation of tall dense, ungrazed, Greater Pond-sedge Carex 

riparia and Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea with smaller amounts of Amphibious 

Bistort Persicaria amphibia, Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris, Common Meadow-rue 

Thalictrum flavum, Great Yellow-cress Rorippa amphibia, Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus 

and the alien Orange Balsam Impatiens capensis. The adjacent ditch was silted up and dry. 

The position was over-shaded by a tall Crack Willow. Sheep had grazed the centre of the 

meadow earlier this summer but had been confined within an electric fence, unable to reach 

the Greater Water-parsnip area with in the sedge margin. 

A search further along the ditch where there had been a few Sium plants in the past drew a 

blank - only dense Reed Canary-grass and Orange Balsam here. This site needs willow 

pollarding, ditch cleaning and some degree of bank grazing for this population of Sium to do 

more than just hang on in relatively adverse conditions. There is hope, though, that there may 

be a more helpful grazing regime in future. 

Judy Webb 
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Veronica praecox    Breckland Speedwell 
A visit was made to look for the Breckland Speedwell in April 2013 and I thought I saw one 

plant but unfortunately the petals fell off before it could be identified. 

Frances Watkins 

 

 

Viola persicifolia    Fen Violet 
After a cold winter and damp spring in 2013, the Fen Violets performed well in C2 on the 

MOD rifle range. Numbers continue to decline as would be expected now that larger, more 

vigorous species are dominating the cleared hedge area. 

It has been a busy year for work on Fen Violet with weekly visits to the introductions on 

RSPB Otmoor which produced a fine display in their first flowering season though seem to 

be not yet out of the confines of their potted root balls.  Of 33 plants, 30 survived the winter 

including several weeks under water. Indeed, some did not surface until mid-June and were 

grazed by tadpoles! That did not stop them from producing seed pods in August. 

Much work has been carried out by Curt Lamberth over the last year including setting out 

many water level meters over a large part of Otmoor to record water levels and temperature 

every hour.  This is helping us to understand what influences the plants’ performance.  

Results are showing us that the original population is all in a narrow band (about 20cm) of 

the draw-down zone and that the introduced plants are mainly in the same zone. 

PVC tubing hammered into the clay and removed after a month didn't show the 

discolouration that would occur in anoxic conditions.  However, at Woodwalton Fen in 

Cambridgeshire the tubes in the ground did show anoxia but only in winter with the summer 

ones indicating that the peat there was oxygenated.  This was contrary to expectation which is 

that in winter, anoxia is not a problem to plants while in summer the high level of microbial 

respiration leads to anoxia which gives a reduction of sulphates to the highly toxic sulphides. 

It is possible that extensive root systems of swamp plants have enough air channels to aerate 

the soil in summer. 

Curt also ran correlations of the number of plants in the original Otmoor population against 

monthly rainfall (as a surrogate for flooding). Only one month, May, had a significant 

correlation with plant numbers and that was negative. This indicates that seedlings and adult 

plants cannot tolerate saturation of the soil in May. 

Phil Cutt 

 

 

 
 

 

There is no report for Malva setigera which was absent from its only site nor for Scandix 

pectin-veneris as the management plan has been altered and delayed. 
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OXFORDSHIRE RARE PLANTS REGISTER 
 

 

We have now drafted species accounts for all the 435 species that we looked for during this 

study. Sixty six have not been found at all since 2000. Some of these are probably lurking 

somewhere, otherwise it would be a loss of 66 species in 32 years. Our survey did not search 

for microspecies and there was very little recording in the north of the county. A rate of loss 

of two species per year is higher than is usual for a county and the rate is higher than in 

previous decades (Fig 1.).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. Loss of plant species from Oxfordshire by decade. 

 

Thirty one species were present at more than ten sites, so were more common than Locally 

Scarce. This leaves 338 species of conservation concern in the county. Of these 118 are of 

national concern, being either BAP Priority species, or Red Listed, or nationally rare or 

scarce. Of these nationally threatened species, 50 are found only on one, two or three sites in 

the county, ie are Locally Rare as well. (These figures may change slightly). These are the 

priority species for conservation. So far there are Flora Guardians or their equivalent for 19 of 

these species, which is good but we need more. If you want to find out the Flora Guardian for 

a particular species please email Sue Helm at sue@shelm.co.uk 

It is good news that a volunteer at TVERC is starting to map species distributions in 

February. Now we are seeking funds to publish the work. 

Camilla Lambrick 
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Events in 2013 
Spring Talks  
The last series of Spring Talks for the Rare Plants Group, featured a varied range of subjects 

from members of the RPG and two guest speakers.    

    

 Dr. Judy Webb treated us to an in depth insight into the early botanists of Oxford and 

their discoveries of the botanical riches of the Lye valley. Judy went on to tell us how many 

species were lost and how many have survived, alerting us to the dangers that still threaten 

this precious enclave in the urban jungle. 

Dr. Alison Foster gave us a fascinating lecture on the Medicinal Collection at the 

University of Oxford Botanic Gardens, reminding us of just how much modern medicine has 

developed from old herbal remedies.  

Dr Alison McDonald talked to us about how she came to re-create a flood plain meadow 

and the various experiments that were undertaken to establish the differences between hay cut 

meadows and grazed meadows. 

Finally Steven Parker came from Somerset where he works on Greater Water-parsnip.  

He was able to give us the benefit of his experience to help us provide good habitat and 

management for this species. 

 

Our thanks go to Roni McGowan and the Plant Sciences Department for allowing us to use 

the Schlich theatre for our talks. This is very much appreciated. These talks are scheduled to 

continue under the auspices of the Oxfordshire Flora Group. 

Susan Erskine  
 

Plantlife in 2013  
The biggest project for Plantlife in 2013 was Coronation Meadows. The scheme was the 

brainchild of HRH, The Prince of Wales, our patron. The aim is to select a flower-rich 

meadow in every county in the UK and, as well as celebrating that meadow, to use it as a 

resource for creating or enhancing other local meadows. A huge number of coronation 

meadows have now been identified and ours in Oxfordshire is Chimney Meadows, the 

BBOWT reserve. The Wildlife Trusts and the Rare Breeds Survival Trust are our partners in 

this undertaking. 

It was in August that our CEO, Victoria Chester, resigned in order to pursue her religious 

calling. A recruitment process followed and Marian Spain is to take over the job of CEO at 

the beginning of February. In the meantime, Liz Radford, the Deputy CEO, has done a great 

job. 

Plantlife continues to work in close partnership with other wildlife organisations, notably the 

RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts.  

Plantlife is the only British charity devoted entirely to the conservation of plants in situ. To 

find out more, visit the website, or phone 01722 342730.  

Frances Watkins 
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Oxfordshire Flora Group audited accounts: Summary 

Jan to Dec 2013 

  

Balance Sheet £ £ 

Bank Balance at 1 January 2013 4224.41   

Income from Natural England 4990.10   

Income from Donations 168.02   

Total Income for 2013 5158.12   

Total Balance 9382.53   

      

Less unpresented cheque in 2012   247.11 

Add unpresented cheque 50.00   

Less Expenditure   2526.58 

Bank Balance at 31 December 2013   6658.84 

Balance of income over 

expenditure 2631.54   

 

  

The full accounts have been audited and are available on request from the Treasurer. 
 

Sally Rankin 
 

 

 

Committee 

Chair and talks organiser                    Susan Erskine 

Vice Chair                                            Frances Watkins 

Treasurer                      Sally Rankin 

Secretary                                 Phil Cutt 

Flora Guardian co-ordinator         Sue Helm 

Botanical walks co-ordinator         Geoff Moxon 

Records Officer                     Kathy Warden 

Webmaster                                            Frances Watkins 

Newsletter editor                                Sally Abbey 

Liaison with OUBG                                Tom Price 

Librarian                      Camilla Lambrick 

             Rob Burton                           

                                                                   Rebecca Tibbetts                                                          

            Judy Webb 

Hon. Auditor           Andrew Churchill Stone 
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Plans for 2014 
 

Numerous field events take place which involve plant monitoring and practical conservation 

work, not all strenuous, such as scrub clearance and scarifying.  They are too numerous to list 

in this newsletter.  Please check on the Rare Plants Group website which is regularly updated 

by Frances Watkins and can be found at www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk.  This is linked to the 

Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire website, www.anhso.org.uk., where you 

navigate to Rare Plants Group, then programme where there is a link in the top paragraph to 

calendar. Alternatively if you are interested in attending field events, email 

camilla@oxfordrareplants.org.uk  

Please note that shortly the website will be changing to anhso-ofg.org.uk but when this 

happens, you will be directed from the old site to the new. 

 

Oxfordshire Botany E-mail Loop 

Would you enjoy some like-minded company on your botany outings? The Oxfordshire 

Botany Loop is an e-mail list which is used by members to advertise botanising trips to other 

people living locally and with an interest in plants. There is no charge or insurance, and 

botanists of all levels are welcome to join. If you would like your name added to the list, 

please contact Geoff Moxon -email geoff_moxon@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Wychwood Flora Group (Formerly Cotswold Rare Plants Group) 

Brenda Betteridge is the contact for the summer programme of monitoring various plants in 

West Oxfordshire, especially Meadow Clary.  Do get in touch with her if you can help. Email 

- bbetteridge@phonecoop.coop 

 

Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) Atlas 2020 
The Botanical Society of Britain & Ireland (BSBI) is looking for volunteers to record the 

flora of the British Isles during 2014–2019 to update their Atlas. If you would like to help 

please contact Sue Helm who is the new County Recorder for Oxfordshire and she will be 

happy to send further information. If you would like to learn more about the Atlas project got 

to the BSBI website. www.bsbi.org.uk 

 

Sue's contact details are: 

E-mail sue@shelm.co.uk 

Tel . 07774205972 

 

Guarding the Flora of Oxfordshire: Plant conservation in the county 

A day conference for Flora Guardians and supporters of OFG  

Sunday 30th November 11am–4pm at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History.  

Come to hear a talk by Tim Rich about the need for plant species conservation in England 

and the work of the local Flora Guardians as well as the chance to enjoy a mince pie! 

Contact Camillalambrick@btinternet.com for more details. 
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Lythrum hyssopifolium: photograph by Shirley Leach 
  

  

ABOUT THE OXFORDSHIRE FLORA GROUP 

The Group (formally the Rare Plants Group) is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of 

Oxfordshire and works in partnership with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in 

Oxfordshire: 

Oxford City Council 

Oxfordshire County Council 

The Department of Plant Sciences, University of Oxford 

The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre 

Farm Animal Initiatives 

and the following: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The newsletter is intended to inform about the work of the Rare Plants Group and is circulated to 

interested members of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire, our partners, 

landowners we work with and other interested parties. If you don’t think you are on our mailing list 

and you would like to be, please email vice-chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk 

 

mailto:vice-chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk

