Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire

Rare Plants Group
2012 Newsletter

Pasqueflower, Pulsatilla vulgaris at anthesis
Photo: Kathy Warden
www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk

INTRODUCTION
2012 was unpredictable due to the weather! Thanks to Dr Ian Ashpole of the Radcliffe Meteorological
Station, I can tell you that: “2012 proved to be an exceptionally wet year at the Radcliffe
Meteorological Station. With total accumulated rainfall almost 1.5 times the long-term mean (646.1
mm), 2012 was the second wettest year on record (after 1852 which saw 1034.7 mm).” Nevertheless,
the first three months were relatively dry, which gave Snake’s-head Fritillaries, Fritillaria meleagris,
for example, a good start. Plenty of plant growth allowed Green Hound’s-tongue, Cynoglossum
germanicum, to be particularly successful at Pyrton (1,500 mature plants!) and Wild Celery, Apium
graveolens, in Marcham, but they had to compete with the natural vegetation which also grew apace.
Vegetative reproduction of Creeping Marshwort, Apium repens, was excellent on Port Meadow
(except where the ground water has remained above ground level for around six years - its appearance
means that it is sometimes referred to as ‘the lake’) and on the North Hinksey site. Unfortunately, the
rain meant that the seeds of Cotswold Penny-cress, Microthlaspi perfoliatum, could not “bake” in
August sunshine to produce viable seeds so the population of this tiny (height less than two
centimetres) annual plant may be reduced in 2013.
Two new elements of the programme of the ANHSO Rare Plants Group in 2012 have been
generated by the interest of Natural England and the Botanical Society of the British Isles in
enhancing the populations of rare plants in the UK. In Oxfordshire, Pasqueflower, Pulsatilla vulgaris,
and Corn Cleavers, Galium tricornutum, have been ear-marked for attention in Aston Upthorpe and
Wytham respectively. Kathy Warden’s work on Pasqueflower is having some success (see article on
pages 6-7), but the excessive rainfall prohibited the preparation of a seed-bed for Corn Cleavers so
this project will be addressed again in 2013.
Alison W. McDonald

THE PLANTS WE MONITOR
Apium repens, Creeping Marshwort
Early in the year it became apparent that a large body of water was standing on both the main
population areas of Creeping Marshwort. It became known as “Port Meadow Lake”. The Lake
persisted throughout the ensuing wet summer of 2012. There is some uncertainty over whether this
lake is more due to problems with inflow or outflow; but we are currently seeking permission to desilt a drainage ditch at the southwest corner.

Photo 1: Judy Webb and Margaret Abel
observing Creeping Marshwort among
Water Forget-me-not, Myosotis
scorpioides, on the northern edge of the
northern channel of “Port Meadow Lake”.
Photo: C. R. Lambrick

However we were able to show John Martin of Natural England that Creeping Marshwort has
survived in the dense grassy sward up against the concrete road and on the south edge of the Lake,
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against the 19th Century dumping. Some flowers, but only one lot of seed, were observed. The
population by the northern entrance to Burgess Field was very small and not flowering. Of the two
small patches found near Round Hill in 2011, one was refound, but not flowering. A good population
was also found along a 50 metre stretch of the gently shelving muddy northern shores of the Lake (see
photo 1), and also further north, with some 30 inflorescences seen. These may be on areas where it
was known in the 1970s, but have not been searched since.
At North Hinksey the introduced population of Apium repens is holding its ground, still extending
over some 100 metres. Flowering was much better than previously known – 623 inflorescences
counted in 2012, 400 in 2009 being the next highest count. At Binsey Green we searched again, but
the sward was dense and Creeping Marshwort has not been seen at this historic site since 2007.

Photo 2: Long Pond by the Godstow
Road (on left), Wolvercote, where
Swamp Stonecrop, Crassula helmsii,
grows extensively. Carl Whitehead (left)
of the Oxford City Council collects the
bags dug by (right to left) Keith Dancey,
Camilla Lambrick, Kathy Warden and
John Power. 5 October 2012.
Photo: J. A. Webb

Another problem is the continued presence of Australian Swamp Stonecrop, Crassula helmsii, on
Wolvercote Common at the north end of Port Meadow. This invasive alien has been growing round
Long Pond at least since Keith Porter saw it in 1998. Herbicide application has been tried by the City
Council to eradicate it, but hampered by high water levels, so we agreed that digging it out might be a
better approach. With appropriate permissions we called volunteers and had a go (see photo 2).
However the Swamp Stonecrop breaks readily into small pieces, and we soon saw that these were
getting loose and floating away. Rapid action with Judy’s insect net was needed to catch them.
However the Environment Agency has told us about an effective hot foam method, and we are
thinking this may be more appropriate.
Camilla Lambrick

Apium graveolens, Wild Celery
The Wild Celery patch at Marcham was visited on 24 August 2012 by Susan Erskine, Frances
Watkins and Ann Cole. We were happy to see and smell plenty of Wild Celery in flower.
Will Cumber (farmer) has now put about one hectare of land into HLS [Higher Level Stewardship], and this includes the Wild Celery patch which measures 18 by 24 metres. There will therefore
be a much larger area to monitor in future. Our former practice of counting individual plants in each
two by two metre squares (i.e. 108 squares) was deemed impossible to maintain with limited time and
man-power available. Moreover in 2012, it was impossible to see from how many plants the
numerous flowering stems were springing because of the dense growth of ground cover. We therefore
divided the Wild Celery patch into twelve individual six by six metre squares, and the percentage
cover of Apium graveolens in each square was estimated. It varied from 0% to 75%, with an overall
average of around 25 to 30%. More Wild Celery plants were noted beyond the previous boundaries
of the patch but mostly within the HLS plot. The Wild Celery has clearly had a good year.
Ann Cole
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Aristolochia clematitis, Birthwort
In the spring of 2012, a few seeds were planted (by Sheila Ottway) that had come from a fruiting body
collected in autumn 2011, from a Birthwort plant at Godstow. None of the seeds germinated. As this
had been the case when a few seeds were planted several years ago, it would seem likely that any
seeds produced by Birthwort at Godstow are not viable, and that the Birthwort plants in this location
spread exclusively by means of their roots/rhizomes.
The site at Godstow was visited on 8 July 2012. Shoots of Aristolochia clematitis were found to
be present in the same spots as the previous year, namely in and around the ditch running westward
from the southernmost walls of the Abbey ruins, and the patch (first observed in 2011) growing next
to the south-facing wall at the NW corner of the open space within the old walls of the Abbey.
Access was somewhat difficult on account of very muddy conditions following heavy rain, and the
presence of Stinging Nettles and cattle. Nevertheless, a total number of 421 shoots of Birthwort were
counted. This is a conservative estimate, as many of the shoots were growing in inaccessible spots.
About one quarter of all the shoots observed were in bloom. Some of the Birthwort plants, notably
those next to the south-facing wall, had leaves which had become rather yellow. Apart from this, most
plants appeared to be in a healthy condition. The site was revisited on 28 August. On this occasion an
approximate number of 535 shoots were counted. Once again, this was a conservative estimate and at
least 10% of the total number of shoots were in flower.
Sheila Ottway

Cynoglossum germanicum, Green Hound’s-tongue
There are two sites for this plant. The Pyrton site was visited in June and the plant was even more
abundant than in 2011 when we counted 1,500 mature plants so we just checked them for disease and
found them very healthy.
At the Stratford Bridge site, 26 mature plants of Green Hound’s-tongue were found and 82
seedlings of various sizes. The plants were in good condition except that they were inundated by
Goosegrass or Cleavers, Galium aparine, which threatened to overwhelm them. This will have to be
weeded out regularly in future.
Shirley Leach

Filago pyramidata, Broad-leaved Cudweed
Broad-leaved Cudweed was found at both its extant sites again in 2012. The unusual weather patterns
do not seem to have affected the plant to any degree. Late flowering may have been put down to dry
spring conditions at Sonning, but this was not the case at Buckland Warren.
At Sonning the plant maintained its habit of being so inconspicuous that at first glance there
appeared to be no plants at all. However once the transect had been laid out and we got down on our
hands and knees, 392 plants were found. Only eight of these were more than two centimetres tall, but
all the plants seemed to be fully developed and capable of producing fertile seed.
In contrast at Buckland Warren, the ten plants found were quite large and well branched, and even
without the aid of a hand lens the distinctive pyramidal shape of the involucre, (the calyx like
structure at the base of the inflorescence) was clearly seen. As there are hundreds of plants of Filago
vulgaris, Common Cudweed, present at Buckland Warren, searching out the much rarer Broad-leaved
Cudweed provides a challenge. Although ten is not considered a viable population, it is an increase on
2011 (eight plants) and very welcome after 2009/10 when no plants were found. Another very
welcome find was Malva setigera, Hairy Mallow. This has not been seen (at this site) since 1994
when Tim Rich reported it. There were only three plants, but each one had several seed heads and it
is hoped that there will be more plants in 2013.
Both these sites are on private land and our thanks go to the two landowners who allow the Rare
Plants Group to monitor them regularly.
Susan Erskine
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Fritillaria meleagris, Snake’s-head Fritillary
Tim King’s report for the Oxford Preservation Trust shows that on Osney Mead in 2012, eight people
counted 245 flowering plants and 132 non-flowering including those on four extra mini-sites. This
compares well with 2011, when 135 flowers were recorded and only 74 the previous year. Counting
non-flowering plants is important because they can take up to 7 years to produce flowers. In West
Mead Yarnton, where 26 flowers were noted in 2011, 156 were found in 2012 in small groups across
the northern part of the Mead. Similarly, the Snake’s-head Fritillaries in Ducklington did very well in
2012 and, unusually for Oxfordshire floodplains, were accompanied by a small population of Wood
Anemones, Anemone nemorosa. This increase in flowering plants suggests that the current
management of these floodplain meadows (cutting for hay at the beginning of July and grazing in the
autumn) is working well. However, in Iffley Meadows, where some 68,000 plants were counted in
2011 by BBOWT staff and volunteers, only about 34,000 were seen in 2012. Why this change in
numbers has happened we do not know. In all the Meads all flower colours from deep purple through
shell pink to white made a wonderful show (see photo on page 12).
Judy Webb and Alison W. McDonald

Gentianella anglica, Early Gentian
Early Gentian grows in three main sites along the Wessex Downs; at Kingstone Down, White Horse
Hill and Hackpen Hill. It was seen at Kingstone Down and at the White Horse Hill sites in 2012 but it
was at Hackpen Hill that a detailed search took place.
As has been previously noted Early Gentian is often found in the vicinity of Chalk Milkwort,
Polygala calcarea, so patches of this species always attract searches. At the start of our walk this
proved rewarding as we found a patch of with 44 plants close to the entry gate. This was an area
where we had not seen the plant before. Four more plants were found in the vicinity but no more until
we reached the track towards the bottom of the hill. Along this track, sheltered by the sides of ruts,
and the hill slope, 17 separate patches were found with a total of 127 flowering plants. All these
patches were in areas which were well grazed and bare ground was available for germination.
There is a good chalk grassland flora on this site and it is open access land, which makes for a very
enjoyable botanical expedition.
Susan Erskine

Lythrum hyssopifolium, Grass-poly
This annual is notoriously variable in whether it appears, and this year was no exception – nothing!
Dense grass covered the area at Cholsey, precluding the Grass-poly which is only ever a few inches
high. We are so glad we got the seed to the Millennium Seed Bank last year.
Shirley Leach

Microthlaspi perfoliatum, Cotswold Penny-cress
The Rare Plants Group (RPG) looks after three sites for Cotswold Penny-cress. Its natural habitat is
arable land, which is ploughed regularly. However in recent times with changes in agriculture taking
place it is more often found in quarries where there is sufficient disturbance to create the bare ground
necessary for germination. None of our three sites in Oxfordshire are in quarries and only one is
arable, even here there are problems of germination.
Palmer’s Bank is on the edge of an arable field and since the installation of a headland, by the
Blenheim estate, disturbance is dependent on ploughing closer to the site than normal, but this has
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been arranged. In 2012 a large number of plants of Cotswold Penny-cress were counted, 256 in total.
They were nearly all single-stemmed, non branched plants, and they struggled to compete with the
taller vegetation.
The Bridgefield Bridge site is at the top of a cutting and owned by Network Rail. The RPG now
has Community Volunteer status, which means we can work in the fenced-in site unsupervised. Any
volunteers who were not present at the meeting with the Network Rail Officer can be briefed by one
of those present. Do not be put off volunteering for the 2013 meetings here because you were not at
the 2012 meeting! 35 flowering plants of Cotswold Penny-cress were found in April 2012, 33 of
which were multi-stemmed, which bodes well for a good count next year. BUT the weather was not
kind in July and August. A two week period of hot weather is needed for the seeds to ‘bake’ before it
rains again and germination can take place. (We had the rain!) The other problem at this site was the
cover of Ranunculus repens, Creeping Buttercup, that appeared in the summer and made the ‘habitat
maintenance’ day hard work for the few who came. We hope we managed to clear a sufficiently large
area for the plant to germinate successfully.
The third site is at Linch Hill. The road verges at Linch Hill for about half a mile either side of the
road junction with Linch Hill Leisure Park have been a recognised site for Cotswold Penny-cress for
many years. The main populations of the plant have moved steadily southwards, so that for the last
five years the plant has only been found south of the road junction. The numbers here have been
declining until 2010 when we found it in a newly created grip on the western verge just south of
Hanson’s entrance. In 2012 it was still to be found around the grip, (69 plants) but it is being
crowded out as the grips and the spoil heaps either side are becoming more densely vegetated again.
Tamsin Atley of the Oxfordshire County Council Planning Department is willing to talk to the
Highways Agency with reference to clearing the grips again and an onsite meeting is arranged for
2013. If they cannot help, then it will be another case for volunteers.
We are grateful to the owners of these sites for helping us to care for the rare Cotswold Pennycress.
Susan Erskine

Oenanthe silaifolia, Narrow-leaved Water-dropwort
This species, in Arncott Bridge Meadows, was assessed on 19 May 2012 and 16 June 2012. A total of
622 flowering plants were found in SSSI unit 2 (roadside meadow and middle meadow combined)
and 63 plants were found in SSSI unit 1 (easternmost meadow). These numbers are expected to be
considerable under-estimates because large numbers of plants were actually growing half submerged
in the flooded margins of the River Ray and could not be properly counted. Also non-flowering
plants were not counted.
Judy Webb

Pulsatilla vulgaris, Pasqueflower
At Aston Upthorpe, after a slow start to the season, the situation with both transplants and naturally
occurring plants proved more encouraging than appeared likely early on. 58% of the transplants
planted out in 1999 have survived (51 plants) and most of the naturally occurring ones in the
exclosure were re-found. Few flowers were produced, however seed was collected (under Natural
England licence) from each of eleven surviving seedheads with the aim of carrying out further
augmentation on site by raising transplants ex situ, as was done in 1998/1999. As an indication of the
lateness of the 2012 season, seed was still maturing in mid-July, in contrast to the more benign
summer of 1998 when seed collection had finished a month earlier. There are some indications that
among other factors phenology has an effect on seed viability in Pasqueflower, with later developing
flowers being at a disadvantage due to competition for resources with the developing foliage (Widén
& Lindell, 1996). It will be interesting to see how germination compares with previous efforts.
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Leaf material from the natural population at Aston Upthorpe has been sent to the Royal Botanic
Gardens Kew for genetic analysis as part of a ‘landscape scale’ Pasqueflower restoration project – a
collaboration between Plantlife, RBG Kew and BSBI.
Over at BBOWT’s Hartslock reserve, the Barton Hills provenance Pasqueflower population
introduced in 1998 is surviving well, though Heath False-brome, Brachypodium pinnatum,
encroachment is tending to gradually extend. The establishment of Pasqueflower seedlings in the
areas that received ground clearance prior to planting is a matter of note as recruitment from seed in
natural Pasqueflower populations is considered to be rare (Wells & Barling, 1971; Hensen et al.,
2005) despite good germination ex situ. Survival of the original Hartslock transplants stood at 76% in
2012, and the number of plants on site now exceeds the number introduced as recruitment from seed
has compensated for early losses among transplants.
Together the two Oxfordshire Pasqueflower translocations seem to have been relatively successful
in comparison to projects elsewhere reported in Walker (2011) in which transplants have mostly
survived for only one or two years. This is with the exception of a project at Ancaster, Lincolnshire
which recorded 32% survival (in 2005) of plants introduced between 1992 and 2002. With the
encouragement of Natural England and the landowner it is hoped to continue to try to build up the
Pasqueflower population at Aston Upthorpe.
A recent and easily accessible report on Pasqueflower is available on the Plantlife website,
reference below (Walker, 2011).
References:
Hensen, I., Oberprieler, C., & Wesche, K. (2005). Genetic structure, population size, and seed
production of Pulsatilla vulgaris Mill. (Ranunculaceae) in Central Germany. Flora 200: 3-14.
Walker, K.J. (2011). Pasque Flower. Plantlife International, (2011).
http://www.plantlife.org.uk/uploads/documents/Pulsatilla_vulgaris_Plantlifedossier_FINAL_Apr11.p
df
Wells, T.C.E., Barling, D.M. (1971). Pulsatilla vulgaris Mill. (Anemone pulsatilla L.). Biological
Flora of the British Isles. Journal of Ecology 59: 275-292.
Widén, B., Lindell, T. (1996). Flowering and fruiting phenology in two perennial herbs, Anemone
pulsatilla and A. pratensis (Ranunculaceae). Symbolae Botanicae Upsaliensis 31: 145-158. Acta
University Uppsala.
Kathy Warden

Salvia pratensis, Meadow Clary
Good news in 2012 - one of the old plants, originally recorded by Sue Everett in the 1980s, but
thought gone for the last few years, has reappeared! It is struggling with slugs and Tall Oat-grass,
Arrhenatherum elatius, so please come and give it a hand next spring.
Also two of the 27 plants planted out in 2007 are doing well. However, seedlings which have been
recorded in previous years have not all survived; we think more effort is needed to keep the grass
short around them. We did some digging out of thistles and found the dreaded Tor-grass,
Brachypodium rupestre. More help must be sought from the County Council. While snipping back the
brambles a big reward was finding two Emperor Moth caterpillars. Now what are they doing on a
road verge in north Oxfordshire?
When Judy Webb visited on 12 June with Joseph Moughan from the National Botanic Garden of
Wales to study associated species, all the Meadow Clary plants except one had had all their flower
spikes nipped off, possibly by deer.
Camilla Lambrick
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Sium latifolium, Greater Water-parsnip
The population of Greater Water-parsnip in 2012 was even worse than the previous year. The plants along
Hagley Pool Ditch, Wytham, were up to 1.5 metres tall. As expected, on 7 August 2012, the associated
vegetation on the South side was well chewed and trampled by cattle down to the edge of the water. On
the North side, protected by electric fencing, the Common Reed, Phragmites australis, was particularly
dense. Nevertheless, 24 plants of Greater Water-parsnip with 77 inflorescences were recorded. Seed was
collected for the Millennium Seed Bank, RBG Kew and the Oxford Botanic Garden. In Burnt Mill
Meadow, Marston, nine plants, three seedlings and two inflorescences were surviving on the 16 August
2012, but hard to find amongst the taller dense vegetation and no seed was collected.

Photo 3: Susan Erskine has found a leaf of
Greater Water-parsnip at Burnt Mill Mead,
Marston, and Alison McDonald is looking for
other plants in August 2012.
Photo: Judy Webb

Alison W. McDonald

Viola persicifolia, Fen Violet
The Otmoor site was under water for much of the summer (photo 4). Phil Cutt observed that the Fen
Violets which came up in 2010 following willow clearance by Terry Moore continued to flourish and
frequent cleistogamous flowers set a lot of seed. Very few shoots from older plants were seen.

Photo 4: Fen Violet in standing water, 25 June
2012. Remains of a chasmogamous (open) flower
was seen here with old brown petals (lower left),
and a cleistogamous flower (never opens) narrow
and pointed, against leaves (upper right of centre).
Photo C. R. Lambrick

The National Steering Group met on 25 June at Otmoor
MoD. They agreed that Fen Violets which had been raised
by the RBG Kew Millennium Seed Bank as part of a
germination trial should be planted out on RSPB Otmoor,
if the experimental plan included a study of the soil and
water regimes as well. Later David Wilding of RSPB had
had the planting areas topped and rotovated in advance
(see photos 5 and 6). This is part of the standard
management here for breeding waders – and just what the
Fen Violets would like too.
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Photo 5: Greenaways, Otmoor RSPB
reserve, electric fence enclosure to
keep the cattle off the planting area
along the side of a scrape. Curt
Lamberth levelling the plants in,
RSPB volunteer Alan Parfitt holding
the ranging rod, and Barry Oxley
cutting Blackthorn to protect the Fen
Violet plants from hares – of which
Otmoor has one of the best
populations in the county.
Photo C. R. Lambrick, October 2012.
Photo 6: The same enclosure on
Otmoor, Greenaways as in photo 5,
but ten days later. A quadrat is in
position to record vegetation round
the left top plant. Three white PVC
tubes also set in position which will
go black in anoxic conditions.
Photo C. R. Lambrick.

The stems of the new plants were
trimmed back at Wakehurst Place
two weeks before transplanting to
stimulate root growth, and new
leaves probably started growing
then. Weekly monitoring found
the 33 Fen Violets all well on 29
October, even those control plants
outside both the electric fences
and the hare barriers.
Camilla Lambrick

Galium tricornutum, Corn Cleavers, at the Triangle, Wytham Wood
In collaboration with Natural England, the Botanical Society of the British Isles, Rothamsted Research,
the Curator of Wytham Wood and the Oxford University Botanic Garden, the Rare Plants Group agreed to
try and restore a population of Corn Cleavers, Galium tricornutum, to the Upper Seeds in Wytham Wood.
The locality known as the Triangle, where species lists have been compiled for the last 10 years, was
chosen for this attempt. As usual a botanical survey of species growing in the Triangle in June and
August was completed. This showed that of the usual rare species only Blue Pimpernel, Anagallis
arvensis ssp. foemina, Dwarf Spurge, Euphorbia exigua, and Slender Tare, Vicia parviflora, were
recorded. Perhaps this was because of the drought in April and the very wet conditions in June and July.
Corn Cleaver seed donated by Rothamsted was sown by Tom Price in the Oxford Botanic Garden but
only 15 plants germinated and grew to maturity. Rothamsted is the only surviving natural UK locality of
this once common weed of arable fields. Plans to introduce plants in May were dropped in favour of
sowing seed in September/October after the area had been ploughed and harrowed and sown with an old
variety of Wheat. Due to the particularly wet summer and autumn conditions, sowing was delayed until
November/December.
Alison W. McDonald
There are no reports for Carex vulpina, True Fox-Sedge, and Veronica praecox, Breckland Speedwell,
this year.
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OXFORDSHIRE RARE PLANTS REGISTER
This has been a big year for writing the Register, and we think all the species have been drafted at
least once. We have also begun sending the drafts round for checking. Ellen Lee at the Thames Valley
Environmental Records Centre kindly set a volunteer, Kirsty Hughes, to work on the maps and more
on this is planned for 2013 using funds from the Rare Plants Group. One or two issues still need
resolving, and the introductory chapters writing.
The great excitement during 2012 was the rediscovery of Dioecious Sedge, Carex dioica, at both
Frilford and the Lye Valley – congratulations to Judy Webb for the finds. Now we need to know if
both males and females exist at both sites, if not we shall be too and fro with a paintbrush!
Also huge congratulations to Alan Larkman, Conservation Officer of the Oxfordshire
Ornithological Society on finding three nationally Red Listed arable flowers - Corn Spury,
Spergularia arvensis, Annual Knawel, Scleranthus annuus, and Field Woundwort, Stachys arvensis.
These are on a traditional farm which is getting Higher Level Agri–environment support, mainly for
its work for farmland birds.
Camilla Lambrick

EVENTS IN 2012
Lunchtime talks
The seventeenth series of four Thursday lunchtime talks was held in the Large Lecture Theatre of the
Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Oxford. We were most grateful to Professor Jane
Langdale for allowing us to use this theatre and also the Common Room.
26 January:

Evolution: the Essential Trees
Dr Stephen Harris
Department of Plant Sciences, University of Oxford

9 February:

From the Commonest to the Rarest: the Story of Native Limes in Oxfordshire
Dr Judy Webb

23 February:

Ant-hills, Chalk Grassland Diversity and Rarity
Dr Tim King

9 March:

Ecology and Management of Marley Fen, Wytham Woods
Dr Jocelyne Hughes, Department of Continuing Education, University of Oxford
with Philip Wilson and Curt Lamberth

Plantlife in 2012
Perhaps the most notable achievement on the ground by Plantlife during 2012 had been the scraping
of the dunes at Kenfig Burrows in South Wales. The resulting return of fixed dunes to moving sand
has resulted in an amazing count of five million Fen Orchids, Liparis loeselii.
Campaigns have continued and you may have seen the one on the website, www.plantlife.org.uk,
about road verges. This one is interactive so have a look and have your say. Another reason to visit
the website is to find out about the Patchwork Meadows project. You might feel inspired to design
and make your own patchwork square - http://wildflowereurope.org/en/patches/
Plantlife continues to work in close partnership with other wildlife organisations, notably the
RSPB. Finally, look out for our Plantlife Cymru Conservation Manager, Trevor Dines, who is due to
appear in a TV series in 2013.
Plantlife is the only British charity devoted entirely to the conservation of plants in situ. To find
out more, visit the website, or phone 01722 342730.
Frances Watkins

10

RARE PLANTS GROUP AUDITED ACCOUNTS Jan to Dec 2012
Balance Sheet
Bank Balance at 1st January 2012
Income from Natural England
Income from Donations
Total Income for 2012
Total Balance

£
2655.93
3129.75
164.40
3294.15
5950.08

Add unpresented cheque
Less expenditure
Bank Balance at 31st December 2012
Balance of income over expenditure

247.11

£

1972.78
4224.41
1321.37

The full accounts have been audited and are available on request from the Treasurer.
Alison W. McDonald
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Other
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PLANS FOR 2013
Numerous field events take place which involve plant monitoring and practical conservation work,
not all strenuous, such as scrub clearance and scarifying. They are too numerous to list in this
newsletter. Please check on the Rare Plants Group website which is regularly updated by Frances
Watkins and can be found at www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk. This is linked to the Ashmolean Natural
History Society of Oxfordshire website, www.anhso.org.uk. Alternatively if you are interested in
attending field events, please phone 01367 241499 or email susan@oxfordrareplants.org.uk or
camilla@oxfordrareplants.org.uk

Oxfordshire Botany E-mail Loop
Would you enjoy some like-minded company on your botany outings? The Oxfordshire Botany Loop
is an e-mail list which is used by members to advertise botanising trips to other people living locally
and with an interest in plants. There is no charge or insurance, and botanists of all levels are welcome
to join. If you would like your name added to the list, please contact Geoff Moxon - email
geoff_moxon@yahoo.co.uk

Cotswold Rare Plants Group
Brenda Betteridge is the new contact for the summer programme of monitoring various plants in the
Cotswolds, especially Meadow Clary and Cotswold Pennycress. Do get in touch if you can help.
Email - bbetteridge@phonecoop.coop
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Snake’s-head Fritillaries, Fritillaria meleagris,
meleagris at Yarnton, on the Thames floodplain near Oxford.
Photo: A.W. McDonald, 15 April 2012.

ABOUT
BOUT THE RARE PLANTS GROUP
The Group is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire and works in partnership
with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in Oxfordshire:
Oxford City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
The Department of Plant Sciences,
Sciences University of Oxford
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre
Farm Animal Initiatives
and the following:

The newsletter is intended to inform about the work of the Rare Plants Group and is circulated to
interested members of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire, our partners,
landowners we work with and other interested parties. If you don’t think
t hink you are on our mailing list
and you would like to be, please email serena@oxfordrareplants.org.uk
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