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INTRODUCTION
It was such a relief not to have a desperately wet summer in 2009 as the last two were, and
what a joy when Creeping Marshwort came popping up in sheets on Port Meadow after an
absence of 18 months.

Photo 1(left): 1 June 2009.
Port Meadow showing the flood-water
retreating and mud flats exposed.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Photo 2 (right): 1 June 2009.
Southern part of Port Meadow, a
former Creeping Marshwort area,
now drying mud. Graham Scholey of
the Environment Agency and
Rebecca Tibbetts of Natural England
assess the situation.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Alas Fen Violet is still in trouble at Otmoor – perhaps not dry and warm early enough
for this very early species. The Fen Violet exercised us most during 2009 by way of a meeting
with specialists from Plantlife and Northern Ireland, in a nation-wide discussion of radical
actions notably for introduction on RSPB land. True Fox-sedge looks to be well set-up for
the future now that extensive introductions by BBOWT have proved successful. Other plants
seem to get on well by themselves – Birthwort (see front cover picture and report on page 4)
seems to be proliferating in the ditches of a medieval nunnery just north of Oxford city.
Progress continues towards the Oxfordshire Rare Plants Register; photographs are being
amassed, and thanks to Ellen Lee’s masterly command of the records we now have some
4000 new records beginning to take form as eye-catching maps.
Camilla Lambrick

THE PLANTS WE MONITOR
Apium repens, Creeping Marshwort
Since the floods of July 2007 and the mudflats on Port Meadow in the summer of 2008, we
have been concerned about the future of Creeping Marshwort. Nevertheless nature has now
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done her bit and in 2009 the southern part of the meadow was in the pink with Redshank,
Persicaria maculosa (see photo on page 8), although there was also of plenty of bare ground
into which Creeping Marshwort seedlings could spread. There were indeed many Apium
repens seedlings and a lot of Greater Plantain, Plantago major (including Plantago major ssp.
intermedia). One plant of the tiny annual Mudwort, Limosella aquatica was also found in a
quadrat. Mudwort usually grows at the south end of Port Meadow along the edge of the
Castle Mill stream, though it was not seen there in 2009.

Photo 3: Using canes to mark
Creeping Marshwort, Apium
repens, plants prior to
recording their positions in a
permanent quadrat on Port
Meadow in Oxford.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

The sward on Binsey Green was quite tall and thick in 2009, and the Creeping
Marshwort was not found for the second year running. However at its introduced site in North
Hinksey, the relatively dry weather and sunny autumn (as well as the grazing horses), enabled
the plant to flower abundantly and even to set some hundreds of seeds.
Recent studies in Germany have shown that the seed of Creeping Marshwort floats for
up to 50 days and remains viable; even germinating while floating. Rosenthal & Lederbogen
(2008)1 have also looked at the dynamics of stolon growth and shown that the plant rapidly
colonizes openings made by cattle in the sward. As well as research, the EU Life programme2
includes introductions in the Mecklenburg area of North Germany. As with us, and in
Belgium, many of the existing sites are on common land which has avoided “improvement”.
Camilla Lambrick

Apium graveolens, Wild Celery
The Wild Celery at Marcham was visited by Ann Cole, Susan Erskine, Frances Watkins and
Bill Clarke on 21 August 2009. 384 plants mature enough to have flowered were counted and
114 seedlings. However, only one plant actually had any flowers.
The area was ploughed in the autumn of 2008, but not harrowed, so the ground was
rough with plenty of bare patches on the overturned clods. It would appear that good
germination occurred in the autumn of 2008 producing the mature plants we saw in August
2009. This was followed by more germination in the spring of 2009 producing the seedlings
we noted – often on the bare sides of the clods.

1

Reference: Rosenthal, G. & Lederbogen, D. (2008). Response of the clonal plant Apium repens (Jacq.) Lag. to
extensive grazing. Flora Vol. 203, pp. 141-151.
2
The [EU] European Union Life programme financially supports environmental and nature conservation
projects throughout the European Union.
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Janey Cumber had noted the good germination of the celery seed. Later, sheep were
put in the field to graze the clover, but Janey had noticed that they all liked to cluster on the
celery patch. A brief visit by Ann Cole at the end of July revealed just a few plants in flower
but by the end of August only one flowering plant could be found as reported. It would seem
therefore that sheep are very partial to celery! The Creeping Bent, Agrostis stolonifera was
spreading and beginning to form a dense mat again as in 2008. The south east quarter of the
patch was thistly, and the patch around the telegraph pole trodden almost bare. Ploughing
was evidently very successful in encouraging germination, but grazing has prevented any
flowering and seed formation during 2009.
Ann Cole

Aristolochia clematitis, Birthwort
Birthwort is described in the New Atlas of the British and Irish Flora (Eds. Preston, Pearman
& Dines, 2002) as “a scrambling or trailing perennial herb found as an escape or relic of
cultivation in waste and rough places, often by old abbeys or nunneries, and in churchyards,
woods and on grassy banks. It spreads by rhizomes… This species was grown for its
medicinal properties. The date of introduction is unknown, but it was recorded in the wild
from Cambridgeshire in 1685. It is now rarely cultivated, and is gradually declining”.
Although it is widely naturalised in temperate Europe, Birthwort has a limited distribution in
Britain: it is to be found at about 15 sites in Lowland England, and one in South Wales.
According to The Flora of Oxfordshire (Killick, Perry & Woodell, 1998), it was first recorded
in the county in 1794, but the species is said to be ‘now no longer plentiful at Godstow
Nunnery’. Birthwort was used in the medieval period for medicinal purposes, notably to aid
women in childbirth. It was also used to induce abortions. This use of Birthwort was
connected with the supposed resemblance between its funnel-shaped yellow flowers and the
uterus. However fanciful this connection may seem, Birthwort certainly does have
pharmacological properties, and it was formerly used in traditional Chinese medicine for
treating fluid retention and rheumatic symptoms. It is now known, however, that Birthwort is
toxic, and its use may lead to kidney failure.
Since 1997 the Rare Plants Group has been monitoring Birthwort at the site of the
ruined Nunnery at Godstow (see photo on front cover). The plant is to be found here growing
in the medieval drainage ditch that runs westwards from the site of the Nunnery. It is thought
to be an escape from a kitchen garden or herb garden that was present here during the later
Middle Ages. At Godstow, Birthwort formerly grew in the open space within the Nunnery
close to the former well. A shoot of Birthwort apparently growing at this spot is shown in a
photograph in Richard Mabey’s Flora Britannica (1996), but 1996 was the last year in which
Birthwort was observed growing in this position. Since 1997 the site at Godstow has been
visited once, twice or three times every year, during the summer months. On each occasion
counts have been made of the numbers of shoots of Birthwort, and of the number of shoots in
bloom. Between 1997 and 2004 the number of shoots counted at any one time was between
100 and 175. Since 2005 the numbers of shoots counted have generally been higher, with a
maximum number of 379 on 18 August 2005. In recent years the number of shoots recorded
in August has always been higher than 175 (188 in 2006, 239 in 2007, 265 in 2008, and 222
in 2009). A number of flowering shoots are observed every year, between June and August.
The highest number of flowering shoots seen at one time was 89, on 27 June 2007. The
distribution of Birthwort has remained more or less the same for the past ten years or so, with
the highest density of plants growing towards the eastern end of the ditch. It is also in this
area, which receives the most sunshine, that flowering shoots mostly occur. The ditch would
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appear to protect the Birthwort plants to some extent from nibbling by cattle, which are put
out to graze here during the summer. The dense vegetation on the north side of the ditch,
consisting mainly of Hawthorn, Crataegus monogyna, and Blackthorn, Prunus spinosa, also
provides some protection, and a high proportion of the Birthwort shoots counted every year is
to be found growing within the shelter zone of these thorn bushes or young trees.
In 2009, the site at Godstow was visited on 29 June. The ditch to the west of the
Nunnery was rather overgrown, but it was possible to see that there were many Birthwort
plants growing there, with a similar distribution pattern to that observed in previous years. At
the eastern end of the ditch many of the Birthwort plants were in flower. A total number of
173 shoots was counted, of which at least 25 were in flower. The plants appeared to be in a
healthy condition, with no evidence of nibbling by cattle. The site was revisited on 15 August.
On this occasion a total number of 222 shoots were counted, but in view of the dense
vegetation in the ditch (nettles, blackthorn, etc.), which hindered access, there were probably
more than this. Five shoots of Birthwort were in flower. The plants all appeared to be in a
healthy condition. It would seem that even if Birthwort is ‘no longer plentiful at Godstow’ (as
mentioned above), it has not suffered any decline at this site during the past ten years.
Birthwort has a long-lived underground rhizome system, which at Godstow seems to be well
established, and capable of producing a good number of shoots every year.
Sheila Ottway

Carex vulpina, True Fox-sedge
At the BBOWT reserve Asham Meads (Murcott Meadows SSSI), the original plant of True
Fox-sedge in the spinney had a record 223 flowering spikes, up from 75 in 2008, itself a
record. No seedlings were found despite clearance; perhaps the vegetation is too dense. The
six surviving introduced plants were taller in 2009 and flowering well.
BBOWT has had an active programme of introducing True Fox-sedge at other
reserves where it has flowered in its first year (see photo 4).

Photo 4 : Arnaud Duranel
standing, BBOWT River Ray
Project Officer, Rebecca Tibbetts,
Natural England, Tim Pankhurst
and Jane Croft examine the
introduced True Fox-sedge at
Gallows Bridge Farm during a
visit to consider the suitability of
this site for Fen Violet, Viola
persicifolia (see page 11).
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Camilla Lambrick
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Cynoglossum germanicum, Green Hound’s-tongue
The Pyrton site is yielding plenty of plants - more than 250 flowering plants and more than
300 non-flowering rosettes. The plants are spreading into new parts of the site and are large,
healthy specimens with numerous flowering spikes.
The site at Stratford Bridge has done much better in 2009 with 18 flowering plants and
18 non-flowering rosettes. The plants are tall and healthy although they are growing rather
close together, but as there are plenty of bare patches with enough space to move into, we will
leave well alone and do no further management at present. This plant is a biennial and moves
around quite readily.
Shirley Leach
Filago pyramidata, Broad-leaved Cudweed
Buckland Warren SSSI is a thin strip of land at the edge of the golf course. It is not part of the
playing area, not even part of the ‘rough’. Hand pulling of Common Ragwort, Senecio
jacobea, and rabbit activity here is the extent of management. 2007 was the recent high spot,
when 12 good plants of Broad-leaved Cudweed were found, this declined to 6 in 2008 and 2
in 2009. This does not bode well for 2010. It was noticed in 2009 that there was a dramatic
decline in other small annuals, trefoils and annual arable flowers, which were abundant for a
time after the land use changed from farming to being a golf course. The sward is now
noticeably dense, the only bare patches being due to rabbit activity.
At Sonning the numbers of Filago pyramidata plants appear to be relatively stable.
The annual count for the last few years has been between 120 and 150 plants, 127 in 2009.
The site conditions vary very little with well over 50% of the quarry floor being bare ground
(rock). Apart from a small area of Tor-grass, Brachypodium pinnatum, which increases very
slowly, brambles are the biggest problem particularly to the monitors! We are grateful to the
landowners of these two sites, which are privately owned, for allowing the Rare Plants Group
access to monitor this rare plant.
A ‘new site’: imagine my surprise in August when I embarked on weeding my garden
after a three week holiday to find a plant of Filago pyramidata growing in the cracks of the
paving around the pond. I must have brought it in on my shoes from one of the above
mentioned sites. Those of you who have helped me count the plant at Sonning will be amazed
to know it has several branches SIX INCHES long and is still flowering on 1 November. I
am pretty amazed too. Perhaps I will have a whole colony in 2010?!
Susan Erskine
Gentianella anglica, Early Gentian
There are very few English endemic plants and this is one of them. Both Caroline Searle
(National Trust) and Phil Cutt reported large numbers of this plant (over 100) in its usual
locations, around the tail and hind legs of the White Horse and on the road verge leading to
Dragon Hill. I therefore concentrated my search on Kingstone Down. The turf here is only
suitable in small patches, most of the hillside is covered in coarse grass, Upright Brome,
Bromopsis erecta, and Tor-grass, Brachypodium pinnatum. The Early Gentian was found in
only one of the small areas of short turf, the same patch as 2008. The National Trust owns
much of the land where the plant is found and we are always pleased to have reports from
them, or indeed anyone who finds the plant. Do look on a bright sunny day.
Susan Erskine
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Lythrum hyssopifolium, Grass-poly
Although the vegetation at Cholsey was denser than in 2008, with grass at about 60 cm high,
plenty of Grass-poly plants were found in patches between the grassy areas. We stopped
counting at more than 500. Seed has been collected to send to the Kew Millennium Seed
Bank at Wakehurst Place to be stored for future use.
Shirley Leach

Oenanthe silaifolia, Narrow-leaved Water-dropwort
A new plant taken on in 2009 is Narrow-leaved Water-dropwort. There are 12 old records of
this plant in Oxfordshire. The plant has currently disappeared from West Mead, Yarnton, and
has not so far been found in any of its other sites. I am optimistic that it might be found again
in North Aston and would like to hear of other recent records of this species.
Alison McDonald
Pulsatilla vulgaris, Pasqueflower
The transplants of Pasqueflower at Aston Upthorpe, derived from the original native stock,
have continued to survive reasonably well (56% in 2009). Although just over a quarter of
them flowered, there would have been little, if any, seed set as by the time of the last visit. All
but one flower had been grazed off, probably by rabbits and voles. The introduced
population at Hartslock was in a similar position with good vegetative survival but 96% of
flowers lost to grazing. Natural England is to arrange repair of the exclosure fencing at Aston
Upthorpe. A few splits in the wire had developed, allowing in rabbits, which though
detrimental to survival of the flowers, at least served to reduce the formerly rather overgrown
sward to a reasonable condition. The two plants found last year just outside the exclosure
have survived well despite the grazing pressure.
Kathy Warden
Salvia pratensis, Meadow Clary
At the layby road verge near Ardley we have had four attempts to reinforce the population of
Meadow Clary using seed from the original four plants. Sadly Valerie Whittaker, who
instigated the most recent seed collection, has now passed away.
In 2009 the four original plants were not monitored and the introductions, all on an
area scraped bare of top soil, have had varied success. Most recently, 27 plants grown on by
Sue Helm from seed collected by Valerie Whittaker and planted out in March 2007, had been
mostly dug up by rabbits and only three could be found in 2009. Interestingly they have
grown in number of rosettes (now having four, three and five rosettes) though only the latter
two were flowering, one with one inflorescence and the other with two. The one plant
surviving from Kathy Warden’s 2000 planting is now substantial with 15 inflorescences and
four of its progeny now also have inflorescences. However seed scattering in cleared areas
close by in 2005 and 2006 had initial success with 17 young plants in 2007, sadly none of
these were found in 2009, perhaps because the grass has become rather tall. However this
area is continuing to develop as limestone grassland with Wild Basil, Clinopodium vulgare,
being recorded.
Camilla Lambrick
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SECTION OF COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 5 : Abundant Redshank, Persicaria maculosa, on Port Meadow
in August 2009. See report for Creeping Marshwort, Apium repens, on
pages 2-3. Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Photo 6 (above): Recording Cotswold Penny-cress,
Thlaspi perfoliatum at Bridgefield Bridge in April 2009.
See report on page 10.

Photo 7 (above): The Blue Pimpernel,
Anagallis arvensis ssp. foemina found in the
Triangle, Wytham. Photo: Phil Cutt.
Photo 8 (left): A flower of Grass-of-Parnassus,
Parnassia palustris, recorded for the Rare Plants
Register (see page 12). Here it is on the Southern
edge of its UK distribution. Photo: Phil Cutt.
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Photo 9 : Trailing St John’s-wort, Hypericum humifusum, a glowing jewel
of acid soils, now confirmed at 11 sites. Photo: Janet Welsh.

Photo 10 : Bird’s-foot, Ornithopus perpusillus, is a minute legume of
open, dry and acidic conditions which requires quite an effort to see, let
alone photograph. It has now been confirmed at eight sites in the county.
Photo: Phil Cutt.

Photo 11: Susan Erskine has now refound Smooth Cat’s-ear, Hypochaeris
glabra, at its only ever site in the county on the lime-rich sands of the Oxford
Heights. Photo: Peter Creed.
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Sium latifolium, Greater Water-parsnip
Numbers of Sium latifolium had recovered a little from the low number found after the floods
in 2007. On the South side of Hagley Pool ditch a group of 13 flowering plants were found at
110 metres from the bridge/gate with two more flowering and one non-flowering at 190
metres. On the North side, the large plant on the bridge had been replaced by three flowering
plants in that area, with three non-flowering and four flowering plants within 25 metres. A
second group of 16 flowering and 12 non-flowering was found at 160 metres. One plant of
Greater Spearwort, Ranunculus lingua, was seen on the north bank of Hagley Pool ditch.
On the original site in Burnt Mill Meadow, Marston, 66 plants of Greater Waterparsnip were recorded in the original position between 98 metres and 102 metres from the
hedge going down to the river Cherwell. A few indeterminate seedlings were found in the
adjacent ditch but no Water-violet, Hottonia palustris. The second group of two flowering
and two non-flowering plants, discovered in 2007 at about 20-24 metres, was not re-found.
I visited Wardington, North Oxfordshire on 15 August 2009. This was a fruitless
search on both sides of the canal and on the bank of Cherwell. Sadly, I concluded that the site
was not suitable for Sium latifolium plants.
I have heard on the grapevine that there is another site for Greater Water-parsnip near
Didcot and look forward to receiving details of it so that I can record it in 2010.
Alison McDonald

Thlaspi perfoliatum, Cotswold Penny-cress
The Rare Plants Group (RPG) monitors three sites for Thlaspi perfoliatum. Only one is a
traditional arable location, this at Palmer’s Bank on the Blenheim Estate. Only 11 plants were
found in the location where it has been most persistent. Despite work done by the Oxford
Conservation Volunteers three years ago, the plant has failed to spread along the hedge line
where it has previously been found. The estate has now provided a five metre wide
conservation headland and a species list was made for this. The weather in 2009 was not
ideal for seed germination: a hot dry period of two to three weeks is ideal in June, July or
early August. The RPG did some clearance of the area where the plants were growing and it
is hoped that more open soil here and on the headland, will produce better results next year.
The Bridgefield Bridge site is owned by Network Rail. This year the number of plants
increased and they had spread further across the area at the top of the cutting which we
monitor carefully laying out a quadrat system (see photo on page 8). In August the RPG cut
down the vegetation and removed the arisings. Then the plot was dug over, being careful not
to remove any soil (with its seeds). The same management was carried out in 2008 and may
have been responsible for the increase in plants. Despite another poor year for germination, it
is hoped for good results next year. Network Rail continues to support us by providing a
safety officer, for the monitoring and maintenance days, for which we are very grateful.
Cotswold Penny-cress did not do well at Linch Hill in 2009. Last summer was cool
and very wet followed by no rain for about three weeks before our visit. Only eight plants
were found, including one seedling and five setting seed, between the Triangle and 30 metres
northwards. The verges were not rotovated in 2008. There were signs of rabbit activity in
scrapes and holes north from the bend in the road, but the droppings had dried and cobwebs
were across the entrances of the holes. Brambles had been cut back and the activity of ferrets
crossed the mind as to the cause of the low number of plants.
Susan Erskine & Alison McDonald
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Veronica praecox, Breckland Speedwell
Informal monitoring in 2009 revealed no plants at all of Veronica praecox this year.
Frances Watkins
Viola persicifolia, Fen Violet
Late May saw the Fen Violet only one or two inches high and this is when it is supposed to
flower! The ground was still very wet, probably keeping it cold as well. No open flowers
were seen but nine pods set seed and one was collected and seed sent to Cambridge
University Botanic Garden to be germinated.
As a follow up to last year’s Action Group meeting at Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire,
we invited people from all over Britain and Ireland to Otmoor to see and discuss the
conditions here. The Plantlife Fenland Officer Tim Pankhurst and Maeve Rafferty from
Northern Ireland came and looked at the site and discussed options for action with the
declining population. We agreed that a two pronged approach of habitat disturbance and
introduction to new sites should be pursued and we looked at the adjacent RSPB area.
Later in the year, as agreed, extensive willow scrub clearance was carried out as well
as harrowing in an attempt to raise buried seed and enable it to germinate.
Camilla Lambrick

Arable flowers in the Triangle, Wytham
The summer of 2009 was again very wet, and the vegetation was tall and dense, especially in
August. The very wet conditions in autumn 2008 meant that only one half of the Triangle
could be ploughed. In spring 2009 this area was harrowed and the rest ploughed. This is
probably the reason why very little, only one flowering plant, of Small-flowered Buttercup,
Ranunculus parviflorus, was seen. 13 other species, including Slender Tare, Vicia parviflora,
may also have been affected.
Out of 171 species recorded in the Triangle since 2001, 65 were recorded in June 2009
and an additional 78 species in August. There are now five plants of White Helleborine,
Cephalanthera damasonium, and a single plant of Small Toadflax, Chaenorhinum minus, was
found near the original site. Red and Blue Pimpernel, Anagallis arvensis ssp. arvensis, and A.
arvensis ssp. foemina, were more frequent than in other years (see photo 7 on page 8). The
Fluellens, Kickxia elatine and K. spuria, were not seen in June and were rare in August. The
most abundant species in the Triangle in 2009 were Charlock, Sinapis arvensis, Hoary
Ragwort, Senecio erucifolius, and Wild Parsnip, Pastinaca sativa. The Triangle was ploughed
in early September so I hope for better results in 2010.
Alison McDonald

OXFORDSHIRE RARE PLANTS REGISTER
Many people have been beavering away on this project, and with happy results. Both
revisiting notable sites such as Foxholes BBOWT reserve searching for plants once recorded
but now elusive, and also to surprises that have turned up at less well known places. It has
been a good year for Yellow Bird’s-nest, Monotropa hypopitys.
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In the Chilterns we worked with BBOWT to run a small workshop and to visit all their
sites with Chiltern Gentian, Gentianella germanica. Interestingly Oakley Hill only has the
hybrids with Autumn Gentian, G. amarella, and this is close to Crowell where George
Claridge Druce first described the hybrid, G. x pamplinii, and gave it its Latin name.

Photo 12 : BBOWT officer Colin Williams with reserve
warden Mike Turton at Chinnor Hill assessing a patch of
gentians growing in a characteristic position by the path.

Photo 13: Chiltern Gentian buds, Gentianella
germanica, showing the characteristic “Mr
Whippy” look identified by Rod D’Ayala.
Photos 12 & 13: Camilla Lambrick

Many searches were made for arable flowers. John Killick visited several sites around
Elsfield, but many plants previously recorded could not be refound, though Corn Marigold,
Chrysanthemum segetum, was about and BBOWT Data Officer Wolfgang Ritter found Bur
Chervil, Anthriscus caucalis, in some abundance. Moreover Corn Marigold was also found
producing a lovely show on Oxford Preservation Trust fields at Old Marston. The Bifid
Hemp-nettle, Galeopsis bifida, had not been recorded in our area for many years, but Judy
Webb’s eagle-eye found it decorating a barbed wire fence on Oxford City land also at
Marston. The list of “not seen since before 2000” is still rather long, having about 90 species;
but two species came off the list during 2009, namely Wall Whitlowgrass, Draba muralis,
and Smooth Cat’s-ear, Hypochaeris glabra (see photo on page 9).
In the Chilterns Janet Welsh found that the historically rich Binfield Heath, still has a
good number of unusual species such as Trailing St John’s-wort, Hypericum humifusum (see
photo on page 9). Many photographs are being taken and collated, even of challenging
species like Bird’s-foot, Ornithopus perpusillus (see photo on page 9) and Grass-ofParnassus, Parnassia palustris (see photo on page 8). Last but not least Ellen Lee at TVERC
has done a massive task inputting the data and sorting all 16,000 records. There will be a
gathering on 17 April 2010 to forward plans for site visits in 2010.
Camilla Lambrick
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EVENTS IN 2009
The fourteenth series of four lunchtime talks was held in the Large Lecture Theatre of the
Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Oxford. We were most grateful to Professor
Jane Langdale for allowing us to use this theatre and also the Common Room.
22 January:

The Odd History of the Sweet Apple and All Other Apples.

Dr Barrie Juniper

5 February:

The Upper River Ray Living Landscape: restoring floodplain
habitats and species at the landscape scale.
Arnaud Duranel

19 February: It Takes Many Flowers to Become a Father; A Tale of Two Alpine Plants.
Dr Maxim Kapralov
5 March:

The Vegetative Key to the British Flora.

Dr John Poland

Darwin Dinner
On 7 March 2009 the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire held a dinner at
Wolfson College to celebrate the bicentenary of the birth of Charles Darwin. This very
successful event was enjoyed by 49 members of the Society and their guests. Dr Kenneth J.
McNamara, from the Department of Earth Sciences at the University of Cambridge, spoke on
“Shapes of Time - Fossils, development and evolution.” Andrew Lack recited a ballad he had
written on the Galapagos finches, relating also to his father’s work. The ballad can now be
read on the Society’s website under Fritillary 6 (see page 14 for website address). This was
followed by a display of Darwin memorabilia prepared by Serena Marner from material held
in Oxford University Herbaria and Plant Sciences Library.

Plantlife International in 2009
Plantlife’s financial position at the end of 2008 was satisfactory and 2009 is showing similarly
good results. The organisation is always short of money though, to the extent that we could
do so much more with more funds, particularly unreserved funds, that is, funds not attached to
any particular projects.
Participation in the Common Plants Survey continues to increase and work has been
going on to revamp it for 2010, to make it easier to implement. For this, feedback from
participants has been taken into account. At the Members Day in June at the London Wetland
Centre, those who had completed their surveys for every year of the Common Plants Survey
were honoured with a Plantlife Award. Susan Erskine was the only one who could be
present; it was good to see her get her richly-deserved reward.
Many members responded to the appeal for the Juniper project and together with other
grants, this will help to conserve lowland Juniper, some of which we have in Oxfordshire.
At the House of Commons on the 14 October 2009, Plantlife launched its Ghost
Orchid Declaration. There have also been similar launches in Wales and Scotland. You can
see the G. O. D. for yourself if you visit the Plantlife website. Briefly its three main messages
are: (1) plants are receiving a disproportionately small share of the available conservation
funding, (2) supposedly protected sites are not getting proper protection and (3) today’s
farmland and woodland landscapes are hostile to plants.
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You can find out lots more about Plantlife and its activities (and join the organisation
if you are not already a member) if you visit the website, www.plantlife.org.uk, or phone
01722 342730.
Frances Watkins

PLANS FOR 2010
Numerous field events take place which involve plant monitoring and practical conservation
work, not all strenuous such as scrub clearance and scarifying. These events are too
numerous to list in this newsletter. If you are interested in attending field events, please ring
Susan Erskine on 01367 241499 or Camilla Lambrick on 01865 735161 or email
camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk

ASHMOLEAN NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF OXFORDSHIRE
Education Group
Our basic identification course was run as usual. In addition we offered continuation courses
on Aquatics, Sedges and Ferns. A new venture was the Latin for Botany course held in
January in which Stephen Harris, of the University of Oxford Department of Plant Sciences,
explored why Latin is used for the naming of plants and animals, what the rules are which
govern its use and what the names mean. This course was well attended and well received.
Another new venture was a day course on Botanical Painting given by Caroline JacksonHoulston in which participants made a start on the very exacting craft of accurate plant
drawing and painting.
The basic course will be held again in 2010. In addition there will be several continuation courses: Use of Microscopes, Vegetative Keys, Grasses, Grassland Flora and
Quadrat Recording.
Our annual outing will take place on the afternoon of the 5 June after the basic course
session in the morning.
For more details, email frances.watkins@anthriscus.co.uk or ring 01865 863660.
Frances Watkins

Fritillary
Volume 5 of Fritillary (the journal of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire
and BBOWT, the local Wildlife Trust) is now available on-line at www.fritillary.org.uk. It
includes contributions arising from presentations given to the Hay Meadows course which
was held in June 2007. It is not quite complete but when it is, it will be possible to order
paper copies. We are also now making plans for Volume 6 which will be a Darwin Memorial
edition.
If you would like to submit a paper about the natural history of the three counties for
volume 6 or another future volume, please get in touch with the receiving editor, Dr Alison
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McDonald, Wolfson College, Oxford, OX2 6UD, telephone: 01865 556651, email:
alison.mcdonald@plants.ox.ac.uk.
Volume 4 and Volume 5 are on-line, though paper copies are available (Vol. 5 coming
soon); other volumes are hard-copy only. If you would like a copy of Fritillary, please send
£8.50 for Volume 4, £6.50 for Volume 3, £6 for Volume 2 or £6.50 for Volume 1 to ANHSO
Fritillary, 17, Norreys Road, Cumnor, Oxford, OX2 9PT.

THE RARE PLANTS GROUP WEBSITE
Our website can be found at www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk. It is a quick way of finding out
what activities we are involved in. It is linked to the Ashmolean Natural History Society of
Oxfordshire website, www.anhso.org.uk

HOW TO HELP
For further information, enquiries or for offers of help please contact Dr. Camilla Lambrick,
Picketts Heath, The Ridgeway, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5EZ. Phone or Fax: 01865 735161
or email: camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk
Membership of the Rare Plants Group is synonymous with membership of the
Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire. To join send a cheque made out to The
Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire for the appropriate amount to: Susan
Sandford (Membership Secretary), Long Close, South Stoke Road, Woodcote, RG8 0PL.
Annual subscription rates are: Ordinary membership: £8; Student £4; Family £12 (per
family); Corporate £12. (Subscriptions run from January but a 16-month membership for the
cost of one year is available if you join in the autumn.)

RARE PLANTS GROUP AUDITED ACCOUNTS Jan to Dec 2009
Balance Sheet
Bank Balance at 1st January 2009
Income from donations
Total Income
Add unpresented cheque no. 335
Less Expenditure
Bank Balance at 31st December 2009
Balance of income over expenditure

£
6399.99
116.66
6516.65

£

30.00
1681.21
4865.44
-1564.55

The full accounts have been audited and are available on request from the Treasurer.
Alison W. McDonald
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ABOUT THE RARE PLANTS GROUP
The Rare Plants Group is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire and
works in partnership with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in
Oxfordshire:
Plantlife International
Natural England
The University of Oxford Department of Plant Sciences
The Environment Agency
Oxford City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
Botanical Society of the British Isles
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre
The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
Farm Animal Initiatives.

Committee
Chair
Deputy Chair and Treasurer
Secretary
Talks Organiser and Publicity
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor
Other

Hon. Auditor

Dr Camilla Lambrick
Dr Alison McDonald
Susan Erskine
Sue Helm
Frances Watkins
Serena Marner
Shirley Leach
Phil Cutt
Bill Clarke
Andrew Churchill Stone

This newsletter was edited by Serena Marner. Thanks to all those who contributed to the
newsletter and helped in its production.
The newsletter is intended to inform about our work and is circulated to interested members
of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire, our partners, landowners we work
with and other interested parties. If you don’t think you are on our mailing list and you would
like to be, please email serena@oxfordrareplants.org.uk
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