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INTRODUCTION
2008 was a busy but damp year for plant recording. The wet weather had a particularly strong
effect in the flood-plains where high water levels continued without a break from the
exceptional floods of July 2007.

Photo 1: 10 September 2008.
Concern for plants on Port
Meadow or just doubt about the
weather - Phil Cutt watching
the Thames from Binsey as the
river burst its banks again, resubmerging the main area for
Creeping Marshwort which is
straight across the picture
towards Oxford.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Some species, such as Grass-poly, True Fox-sedge and Pasqueflower loved the wet year,
but some had to move on, like Creeping Marshwort, while others still have reduced to low
numbers, like Fen Violet.
Work on the Rare Plants Register was also often damp or chilly or both this year. Our
results were, however, most useful at a workshop in Peterborough with the JNCC (Joint
Nature Conservation Committee) where the extent of species declines and what we have been
able to do were among the discussions. The workshop tried to assess the proposed actions for
each priority species. The UKBAP (UK Biodiversity Action Plan) priority list has been
expanded to include species which have suffered substantial recent declines. As a result we
are now being asked to add to our search list a number of species, which although still quite
common have declined severely, often for no apparent reason.
Special thanks to Natural England for not only continuing to fund our endeavours, but
also getting us involved in the ongoing conservation at two of the major biodiversity hotspots
of the county – the acid grasslands of Frilford and the wet meadows of Otmoor.
Camilla Lambrick

THE PLANTS WE MONITOR
Apium repens, Creeping Marshwort
The continued flood water on Port Meadow had already stimulated us to discuss the impact
on Creeping Marshwort in December 2007, and after the water remained high throughout the
spring Anthony Roberts of the City Council called us to meet again (photo 2).
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We heard that the persistent
water was perhaps not mainly the
result of trapped rainwater, but of
water coming up through the
gravel, possibly from a leak in
channels further north. As a result
the high water might be difficult to
remove just by surface drainage.
Summer brought more water which
slowly retreated in August exposing
mud on which the vegetation had
died (photo 3). A week later (see
photo in Introduction on page 2)
this was under water again as
autumn rain arrived.

Photo 2 (above): Anthony Roberts examines an old silted-up
ditch which carries water off the main Creeping Marshwort
area at the southern end of Port Meadow on 13 June 2008.

Some Creeping Marshwort
plants were found around the edge
of its former areas, and a few were
flowering quite high up against the
track along the east side of the
meadow. Further north by the
entrance to Burgess Field more
plants were found, but all etiolated
from sitting in water, and none
flowering. One consolation as we
retreated in a rainstorm was Alison
McDonald re-finding the rare
Slender Spike-rush, Eleocharis
uniglumis – truly finding a needle
in a haystack.
At the introduction site at North
Hinksey the high water has been
beneficial with the Creeping
Marshwort now covering an area
some 50 x 15 m along a shallow
depression seen in photo 4.

Photo 3: Port Meadow looking north west on 1 September
2008 – the main area for Creeping Marshwort now a sheet of
mud with Duckweed and Water-mint at the edge.

Photo 4 (right): Kathy Warden talks to one
of the ponies which have been maintaining
the short sward necessary for Creeping
Marshwort which she introduced here on
Oxford Preservation Trust land at North
Hinksey in 1996. The introduction area is
in the foreground; this picture taken on 17
September 2008.
Photos 2-4: Camilla Lambrick
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We were delighted to see two plants actually doing the vegetative spread. Previous
experimental work has indicated this happens because the roots are killed by the anoxic
conditions when water logged. Floating on the flood-water such plants can be distributed to
new areas, perhaps a nice mud bank somewhere downstream.
However the wet conditions also make grazing difficult and at Binsey Green, the only
other Oxfordshire site for Creeping Marshwort, a dense growth of grass has made the sward
very thick. Sadly Creeping Marshwort was not seen at Binsey Green this year, though it will
probably come back as it did before. However we were pleased to find other rare plants
flourishing there - especially the tiny Bristle Club-rush, Isolepis setacea.
Camilla Lambrick
Apium graveolens, Wild Celery
Three of us visited the Wild Celery site at Marcham on 15 August 2008. The area was
covered by a thick mat of Creeping Bent, Agrostis stolonifera, with some Creeping Buttercup,
Ranunculus repens, and occasional plants of Water Figwort, Scrophularia auriculata. We
found no Wild Celery plants at all, in spite of a careful search for seedlings beneath the
Creeping Bent in a few of the 2 x 2 metre squares.
The proposed ploughing of the site in the autumn of 2007 did not take place, partly as a
result of the disruption caused by the summer floods, but the ploughing will now be done in
the winter of 2008-9 along with the rest of the field.
Ann Cole
Aristolochia clematitis, Birthwort
The site at Godstow was visited on 22 June 2008. The Birthwort plants were clearly visible,
and the distribution of shoots was similar to that in previous years. A total number of about
180 shoots was counted; of those in the region of 35 were in flower and several more were
about to flower. Most of the shoots counted (c.140 out of c.180) were located towards the
eastern end of the ditch, fairly close to the Abbey ruins. Counting shoots was hampered to
some extent by the muddy state of the ditch, due to recent rain, and by a dense growth of
nettles in the ditch plus low branches of Hawthorn. All of the Birthwort shoots observed
looked healthy, and there was no evidence of these shoots having been nibbled by cattle.
The site was revisited on 24 August. The distribution of shoots of Birthwort was similar
to what had been seen in June, with the greatest concentration towards the eastern end of the
ditch. By this time there were no shoots in flower any more, but three small fruiting bodies
were observed (about 1-2 cm in length, and shaped like a miniature courgette). It was difficult
to make an accurate count of the total number of shoots because of the dense growth of
nettles, Hawthorn and Blackthorn. A minimum number of 265 shoots was counted, varying in
height from 15 cm to 100 cm. All of the plants appeared to be in a healthy condition.
Sheila Ottway
Carex vulpina, True Fox-sedge
We revisited True Fox-sedge at its two main Oxfordshire sites – a 19th century oak plantation
and meadows, both in the river Ray catchment – and it was flourishing at both. At the
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plantation the combination of wet weather and recent felling have allowed a dense growth of
many sedges, mostly the Greater Pond-sedge, Carex riparia (photo 5 on page 8).
At the BBOWT reserve Asham Meads SSSI the two reinforcement sites were rather dry
(photo 6 on page 8), and survival in this their third year, was down to 20%. Four of the new
plants were flowering, but had very short stems compared with the established plant which
had 75 inflorescences, a record number.
Different again was the appearance of True Fox-sedge in its meadow environment (photo
7 on page 8) where it is maintained by traditional hay cutting and aftermath grazing.
Camilla Lambrick
Cynoglossum germanicum, Green Hound’s-tongue
At the Pyrton site, the plants on the west side of the site were not counted as they were as
abundant as usual. In 2007 the plants on the east side were found to be few in number and not
in a good condition. However, in 2008 they were counted and exceeded 300 flowering plants
and 700 non-flowering seedlings. This was thought to be due to better conditions for
germination in 2008.
The site at Stratford Bridge has benefited from work done by the Blenheim Estate and
also by us in removing excess ground vegetation. The number of plants is small - only two
were flowering but these plants were taller and healthier than any found before and there were
also 45 seedlings.
Shirley Leach

Filago pyramidata, Broad-leaved Cudweed
Broad-leaved Cudweed, like Cotswold Penny-cress, is historically known as a weed of arable
fields. There are now only two extant sites in Oxfordshire, neither of which are arable. We
thank the landowners at both sites for their support and permission to monitor the plant on
their land.
At Buckland it flourished when the area was farmland and regularly ploughed. Since the
area became part of a golf course the fortunes of the plant have varied. In the years since
1996 when the Rare Plants Group started monitoring here, it did disappear one year. After
2007, when 12 good plants were found I had hoped it was on the increase again, but only six
plants were found in 2008. It is not a good competitor and is reliant on rabbits to keep the
ground open for germination. The seed does seem to survive for some time, so given good
weather conditions, there is still every chance this site will continue to be viable.
At Sonning the numbers also vary greatly from year to year, but after an all time low
four years ago, the trend is now upwards. As the majority of plants here are always extremely
small, there is the possibility of under recording. An exact count is made in 46 one metre
square quadrats, plus an estimate of how many others may be in the quarry (see photo 8 on
page 8). The same quadrats are monitored each year; this makes it possible to see the results
in a quadrat of one large plant on numbers the next year. In 2008, in one quadrat, 88 plants
were counted. This was in a quadrat which had several small plants but one large one in 2006.
This seemed to be cause and effect, but counts are not always so clear cut. This site remains
viable as the soil on the quarry floor is very thin and large areas remain open for germination.
Susan Erskine
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Gentianella anglica, Early Gentian
Early Gentian is a flower one should look for when the sun is shining brightly. Once the first
small upright stem has been spotted others are usually found more easily. However, the day I
chose to search Kingstone Down this year only yielded two plants. There were, however,
good reports of the plant from White Horse Hill where it is still found regularly; the road
verge between the car park and Dragon Hill doing particularly well this year. The National
Trust owns much of the land where the plant is found and we are always pleased to have their
reports.
Susan Erskine

Lythrum hyssopifolium, Grass-poly
There was a bumper crop of Grass-poly at its carefully managed arable strip by the Thames at
Cholsey. Estimates suggested there may have been between 100,000 and 400,000 plants. This
site is now the only one known in Oxfordshire, as another search at Piddington produced
none. However we found lots of Grass Vetchling, Lathyrus nissolia – which had a good year
in many areas.
Camilla Lambrick & Shirley Leach

Pulsatilla vulgaris, Pasqueflower
The encouraging news from the Aston Upthorpe Pasqueflowers this year was the appearance
of two new plants, both flowering, outside the exclosure. These are believed to be the first
plants found outside the exclosure since 1994 and may be a sign of how the sward generally
seems to be recovering after years of hard rabbit grazing.
Unfortunately the plants inside the exclosure are not doing quite so well. Following an
unusually late spring, surveys revealed a reduction in survival and general plant vigour
compared to previous years. Although 54% of the transplants still survive, they, and the
native plants, had a very poor flowering season. Natural England will be considering what
steps to take with regard to the exclosure, which is now in need of maintenance.
Over at Hartslock the introduced Pasqueflower population seems quite stable at around
80% survival with an encouraging amount of natural recruitment from seed.
Kathy Warden
Salvia pratensis, Meadow Clary
2008 saw a mostly unsuccessful year for this plant at its road-verge site near Ardley. The 27
plants put out in the spring of 2007 were largely invisible. The reason for the loss of the
majority is the sizable rabbit population. However of the four that had survived, they all
looked reasonably healthy and one had even attempted to send up a flowering spike (though
this was eaten by slugs).
There are four mature plants that have flowered regularly over the past 14 years. After an
extensive search none of these plants were found. There could well have been basal rosettes
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present but in the long dry grass present at the end of June, it was nearly impossible to find
anything other than fully grown, flowering plants.
One positive piece of news from Ardley was that the plant planted in 2000 (see photo of
flowering spike on front cover) with its associated seedlings, that has had much TLC over the
past years, was doing well and was beginning to set seed by the time of the site visit.
Phil Cutt

Sium latifolium, Greater Water-parsnip
The Greater Water-parsnip Wytham and Marston sites were visited in August 2008. At
Wytham grazing had taken place on the north side; six plants were found all with their leaves
eaten and including seven flowering stems and one seedling. On the south side 50 flowering
stems were recorded between 127 m and 130 m. At Marston nine flowering plants and two
non-flowering plants were found at the site of the original clump of Greater Water-parsnip.
The new clump, found in 2007, was not re-found in 2008. The site at Wardington, North
Oxfordshire, was not visited this year.
Alison McDonald

Thlaspi perfoliatum, Cotswold Penny-cress
Cotswold Penny-cress has traditionally been thought of as an arable flower, but with changes
in agricultural practices most of its strongholds are now in quarries or on walls, where the thin
soils allow germination. Of the three sites which the Rare Plants Group monitor, one,
Palmer’s Bank, is a headland between two arable fields, another Bridgefield Bridge, is the
stony area at the top of a railway cutting and the third, Linch Hill, is a road-side verge. The
Rare Plants Group has been monitoring Cotswold Penny-cress since 1996 and its numbers
have fluctuated greatly over the past 12 years. Generally there has been a downward trend in
numbers. However at Bridgefield Bridge this year the number of plants increased to 15, one
of which had 23 flowers. The numbers may well have been greater, but the pre-arranged day
for recording made with Network Rail had to be cancelled and the count was made at a later
date from the roadside. No count was possible on the side of the cutting. Network Rail again
provided a safety officer, for the maintenance day, when the plot was dug over. Let’s hope the
one hot week at the end of July was sufficient to ‘bake’ the seeds ensuring a good germination
rate.
At Palmer’s Bank on the Blenheim Estate, the count was disappointing after such a good
year in 2007, only 12 plants with about 20 seedlings were found. It has now been agreed with
the Blenheim Estate that a conservation headland will be established along this field divide.
There is evidence that a seed bank is still viable here and as it is one of the natural habitats for
the plant, there is every hope that numbers will rise again.
The results at Linch Hill verge were also very disappointing. Only 17 plants were found
(0.5 - 6 cm tall) and these were in the only part of the road verge kept short by rabbit grazing.
The areas which had been rotovated by Oxfordshire County Council in 2005 were no longer
visible. The site is divided into north and south sections by the entrance to Hansons headquarters. It is thought that this is an introduction site, seed having arrived on the wheels of
Hansons lorries visiting the headquarters. There is still hope that the plant may re-appear in
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the adjoining Dix Pit silt lagoons, which remains suitable for germination after Hansons
cleared the area some years ago. The problem may be that it is not a natural site and in some
way conditions are not ideal for Cotswold Penny-cress.
The Rare Plants Group is very grateful to the different landowners involved for their help
in ensuring this protected plant has the maximum chance of survival.
Susan Erskine and Alison McDonald

SECTION OF COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 5: In a sea of sedges Bill Clarke crouches down
to sort out which are the True Fox-sedge, Carex
vulpina. See report on pages 4-5.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Photo 7: True Fox-sedge growing with Marsh-bedstraw,
Galium palustre, in the furrows of a ridge-and-furrow hay
meadow by the River Ray. See report on pages 4-5.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Photo 6: Chris Bottrell uses a scanner to search for
electronic chips which were buried with each plant of
True Fox-sedge at Asham Meads BBOWT reserve.
Watched by Becky Woodell and Simon Scudder on 24
June 2008.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick. See pages 4-5.

Photo 8: Sue Sandford, Robert Barber and Sue Helm at
Sonning counting plants of Broad-leaved Cudweed,
Filago pyramidata, in one metre square quadrats.
See report on page 5.
Photo: Susan Erskine
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Photo 9: Konig ponies used
to control scrub growth at
Wicken Fen, Cambridgeshire.
Photo: Phil Cutt
See page 10 with reference
to Fen Violet, Viola
persicifolia report.

Photo 10 (left): Dry stems of Henbane
protected from the superabundant
rabbits by its poisonous alkaloids. 19
October 2008. See Oxfordshire Rare
Plants Register report on page 11.
Photo: Camilla Lambrick

Photo 11 (above): White Helleborine, its flowers
never open more than this. Seen here in its favoured
habitat – beech woodland. See report on the
Triangle Wytham on page 11. Photo: Vincent Ruane
Photo 12 (bottom left): Lady
Orchid, Orchis purpurea, 23 June
2008. Photo: Vincent Ruane
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Veronica praecox, Breckland Speedwell
We did not do a thorough count of Veronica praecox this year but two plants were seen so the
plant is still hanging on. We shall continue to keep an eye on it.
Frances Watkins

Otmoor Ranges and Viola persicifolia, Fen Violet
Unfortunately this was another bad season for the Fen Violet on the firing range at Otmoor.
This year the hybrids with Heath Dog-violet Viola canina, known as V. x ritschliana,
outnumbered plants which we can be sure of as Fen Violet by almost 9 to1. Only three
flowers were found of the pure Fen Violet which may have been due to the surface water
lying late into the spring. To compensate for the lack of flowers, most of the shoots monitored
within the permanent quadrat produced cleistogamous flowers. These are flowers which do
not open but instead self-fertilise and produce seeds without opening.
A problem arose with counting and locating the plants from one visit to another. Initially
each stem in the permanent quadrat was marked with a white plastic plant label. Halfway
through the season, many of the labels disappeared suddenly – it appears that the local deer
had developed a taste for plastic! One result of detailed surveying is the discovery that the
average number of seeds produced in each pod is just under 10, so with 18 pods produced last
year, approximately 180 seeds were produced. The pods begin to appear from mid-June
onwards and as there might still be a number that have to reach full maturity by the time of
hay cut (usually the second week of July), it might be advisable for the cut to be delayed by a
week allowing for extra ripening of the seed pods. In this we have to thank the tenant farmer,
Terry Moore, for being accommodating over the time of the hay cut.
The steering group for Fen Violet was revived this winter and hosted by the National
Trust at Wicken Fen with the aim of combining knowledge on the ecology of this violet and
co-ordinating effort between Plantlife, Natural England and the Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology.
Sadly Oxfordshire possessed the only wild population of V. persicifolia seen in Britain
this year; none were found at either of the two Cambridgeshire fens despite apparently helpful
scrub clearance at Wicken followed by grazing with Konig ponies (see photo on page 9). We
use the term 'wild' as there is a reasonably large population located in the garden of a
researcher which appears to be flourishing; and Fen Violet is also flourishing in the turloughs
of Eire, though lost from Northern Ireland since the 1980s.
The tenant farmer Terry Moore has also been working to restore other MoD fields near
the Rifle Range including compartment 3, east of the Rifle Range. This was a species-poor
field when in 2006 the sward was harrowed, and green hay from the Fen Violet compartment
2 was spread and rolled in. The Rare Plants Group monitored the field in 2008 and got a
wonderful list of 113 species including many MG4 plants such as Great Burnet, Sanguisorba
officinalis, Sneezewort, Achillea ptarmica and Pepper-saxifrage, Silaum silaus, as well as
nine sedges and some acid-loving species such as Purple Moor-grass, Molinia caerulea. The
nationally rare Downy-fruited Sedge, Carex filiformis, which has a large population on
compartment 2, grows at two other very disparate sites in the county - Hartslock BBOWT
reserve SSSI in the Chilterns, and Westwell Gorse BBOWT on the Cotswold plateau. Also
present was a UKBAP priority species - Tubular Water-dropwort, Oenanthe fistulosa, and six
locally scarce species - Meadow Thistle, Cirsium dissectum, Saw-wort, Serratula tinctoria,
Dyer’s Greenweed, Genista tinctoria, Marsh Speedwell, Veronica scutellata, Tawny Sedge,
Carex hostiana, and Heath-grass, Danthonia decumbens. Interestingly four species were
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found which had not been recorded in the surrounding fields – Early Marsh-orchid,
Dactylorrhiza incarnata, Quaking-grass, Briza media, Meadow Barley, Hordeum secalinum,
and Alsike Clover, Trifolium hybridum. The high frequency of the last species suggests that it
had been seeded into the field in the past. However the grasses have not been much affected
by any seeding-in as Timothy, Phleum pratense, was absent and Perennial Rye-grass, Lolium
perenne, only rare along a trackway. This field is now very significant on a botanical scale in
the county.
Phil Cutt & Camilla Lambrick

Arable and other flowers in the Triangle, Wytham
The Triangle was ploughed in early September 2007. A survey of the vegetation on 18
June 2008 noted 78 species and a further 24 species were added on 28 August 2008, making a
total of 102 species recorded in 2008. A new species this year was a single plant of White
Helleborine, Cephalanthera damasonium, which had spread from a long-standing population
under the adjacent beech trees (see photo 11 on page 9). A single plant of Small Toadflax,
Chaenorhinum minus, was found near the original site. The Small-flowered Buttercup,
Ranunculus parviflorus, had returned in good numbers but the fluellens, Kicksia spp. and Red
and Blue Pimpernel, Anagallis arvensis and A. arvensis foemina, were less frequent than in
other years. The most abundant species in the Triangle, and other fields on the University
farm, was Charlock, Sinapis arvensis. The summer of 2008 was very wet and, in contrast to
2007, the vegetation was tall and dense. The survey in August was particularly difficult for
this reason and several species may have been missed.
Alison McDonald

OXFORDSHIRE RARE PLANTS REGISTER
A lot of hunting has been going on to relocate plants that are nationally or locally rare in the
county following guidelines set out by the Botanical Society of the British Isles. The wet
conditions may have stimulated the unusually large numbers of Yellow Bird’s-nest,
Monotropa hypopytis, found this year. This plant, related to the heathers, is a saprophyte
dependent on fungi to obtain nutrients for rotting plant material; so perhaps the damp weather
was good for its Tricholoma fungi.
While many plants were not re-found, others appeared, and usually there were some
encouraging surprises. John Killick scoured Tadmarton Golf Course again and turned up the
Slender Parsley–piert, Aphanes autstralis, but not the hoped for Meadow Saxifrage, Saxifraga
granulata. The West Oxfordshire team have been very active with Ken Betteridge setting up
more visits, for instance at Heythrop Park where a number of expected species, such as Dwarf
Elder, Sambucus ebulus, were not found, but the Limestone Fern, Gymnocarium robertianum,
was an unexpected delight, only the third place it has been seen in the county. A blustery
October day on Hackpen Down was too late for Autumn Lady's Tresses, Spiranthes spiralis,
but we were rewarded with some Henbane, Hyoscyamus niger in a striking pose (see photo 10
on page 9).
The Chiltern Hills harbour some magnificent orchids otherwise only found in Kent. One
of these is the Lady Orchid, Orchis purpurea, which gets on well inside its protective fence
(see photo 12 on page 9).
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This year a number of species have been added to the search list because they are now on
the UKBAP priority list. This is mostly because they have declined by more than 50% over
the last 25 years. This has added some plants which are quite common in Oxfordshire, such as
Dwarf Spurge, Euphorbia exigua, Early-purple Orchid, Orchis mascula, and Basil Thyme,
Clinopodium acinos. Another such addition is the elegant White Helleborine, or Poached Egg
Orchid, Cephalanthera damasonium (see photo 11 on page 9). Like many orchids, and other
plants dependent on mycorrhizal fungi, this Helleborine is declining steeply, but unlike many
others it is surprisingly tolerant of different habitats, occurring in recent beech plantations,
open grassland and road verges. Interestingly White Helleborine has just spread onto the
Triangle at Wytham, (see Arable Flowers report on page 11) and also has a second locality on
the Ditchley estate.
In last year’s newsletter we reported a significant failure to re-find register species at
Ditchley and Wychwood, however we had not been able to make detailed searches. Jo Dunn
would like to assure readers that there is no evidence of threat at Ditchley, that the flora there
remains stable and healthy and that there has been no change in management. Indeed the Bee
Orchid, Ophrys apifera, appeared there for the first time in 2008 with 23 flowering stems, and
a second site was found for the White Helleborine.
Of the 400 species that we originally thought might be rare enough to include in the
register, 25 have now been found to be too frequent, even as locally scarce (found in 10 or
fewer localities in the county). However 85 species recorded in the Flora of Oxfordshire have
not yet been re-found at all. Interestingly 25 of these are annuals while nearly 20 are aquatics,
presumably not found as a result of continued effects of pesticides and fertilizers. However
work on the RSPB land at Otmoor has turned up some unusual pondweeds (Potamogeton
species).
Join us on Saturday 18 April 2009 from 2.30 -4.30 pm at the Oxfordshire Museum in
Woodstock to hear about plans for 2009, the main message seems to be “Go north young
man!”
Camilla Lambrick

EVENTS IN 2008
Talks
The thirteenth series of four lunchtime talks was held in the Large Lecture Theatre of the
Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Oxford. We were most grateful to Professor
Jane Langdale for allowing us to use this theatre and also the Common Room.
17th January:

Rarity in a common old weed

31st January:

Evidence based conservation: A case study of Chimney Meadows
Dr Kerry Lock

14th February:

Recreating a rare habitat

28th February:

Oxford Meadows SAC. The Environment Agency's approach to the
implementation of the Habitats Directive
Paul St. Pierre
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Dr John Pannell

Dr Alison McDonald

Plantlife International in 2008
The year has been one of steady consolidation of Plantlife’s position and the year has ended
positively in all ways. Next year the organisation will be 20 years old so look out for the
celebrations!
Plantlife held its AGM at National Botanic Garden of Wales in June. Members were able
to go on guided tours of the Garden before and after the formal business. Kevin Lamb, the
Director of the Garden, gave a talk about it and about what a modern botanic garden should
be. Dr Trevor Dines and Dr David Parker introduced the new Vascular Plant Red Data List
for Wales. Ray Woods gave a fascinating talk about work on the lichen, Tree Lungwort,
Lobaria pulmonaria.
Plantlife held a day in Charlbury on 28 November for local Flora Guardians and the main
participants were members of the Cotswold and Oxfordshire Rare Plants Groups. Nicola
Hutchinson explained how Plantlife is seeing its future now that its emphasis is being changed
from concentration on individual species to looking at species, habitats and 'Important Plant
Areas'.
You can find out lots more about Plantlife and its activities (and join the organisation if
you are not already a member) if you visit the website, www.plantlife.org.uk, or phone 01722
342730.
Frances Watkins

PLANS FOR 2009
Field Events
Numerous field events take place which involve plant monitoring and practical conservation
work, not all strenuous, such as scrub clearance and scarifying. They are too numerous to list
in this newsletter. If you are interested in attending field events, please ring Susan Erskine on
01367 241499 or Camilla Lambrick on 01865 735161 or email camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk.

Talks
Thursday 22nd January:

The Odd History of the Sweet Apple and All Other Apples.
Dr Barrie Juniper

Thursday 5th February:

The Upper River Ray Living Landscape: restoring floodplain
habitats and species at the landscape scale.
Arnaud Duranel

Thursday 19th February:

It Takes Many Flowers to Become a Father; A Tale of Two
Alpine Plants.
Dr Maxim Kapralov

Thursday 5th March:

The Vegetative Key to the British Flora.
Dr John Poland

The lectures take place at 1.10 pm in the Department of Plant Sciences, South Parks Road,
Oxford. £1.50 voluntary donation. Contact Sue Helm 07774205972
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Oxfordshire Recording and Conservation Day
This will be held at County Hall Oxford on Saturday 28 February 2009. The day's events will
follow the theme 'Linking the Landscape for Wildlife'. Contact Lesley Dunlop at the Thames
Valley Environmental Records Centre, Woodstock, on 01993 814147 or email:
lesley.dunlop@oxfordshire.gov.uk for further information.
The event is organised by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre, with the
Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum and help from local groups. The event is hosted by
Oxfordshire County Council.

ASHMOLEAN NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF OXFORDSHIRE
Education Group
In 2008 we offered more courses than ever. As well as the ever-popular and over-subscribed
basic identification course, we offered a course on basic botany, tackling some of the topics
we get asked about by our students in other courses. This was very well received. Our
continuation courses were on Conifers, Woody Plant Families and a repeat of our Grasses
course, always in demand. This year we expanded the grasses course to include two afternoon
sessions in the field.
The basic course will be held again in 2009 as well as several continuation courses. We
shall be repeating our courses on Ferns, Sedges and Aquatics. In addition, we are offering a
course on Latin for Botany with Dr Stephen Harris from the University of Oxford Herbaria
and one on Botanical Painting with Caroline Jackson-Houlston. Finally we are offering a new
course on Keys in general.
Our annual outing will take place on the afternoon of the 6 June 2009 after the basic
course session in the morning.
For more details, email frances.watkins@anthriscus.co.uk or ring 01865 863660.
Frances Watkins
Fritillary
Work continues on volume 5 of Fritillary (the journal of the Ashmolean Natural History
Society of Oxfordshire and BBOWT, the local Wildlife Trust). It will include contributions
arising from presentations given to the Flood-plain Hay Meadows Workshop which was held
in June 2007. This volume, due for publication in 2009, will commemorate the 150 years
since the publication of Darwin's On the Origin of Species. Varied and interesting papers for
volume 6 are beginning to come in and following that we shall be publishing the Rare Plants
of Oxfordshire Register.
If you would like to submit a paper about the natural history of the three counties for a
future volume, please get in touch with the receiving editor, Dr Alison McDonald, Wolfson
College, Oxford, OX2 6UD, telephone: 01865 556651, email:
alison.mcdonald@plants.ox.ac.uk.
The fourth volume of Fritillary is published on-line at www.fritillary.org.uk although you
can also get a paper copy. The first three volumes of Fritillary are still available as booklets.
If you would like a copy of Fritillary, please send £8.50 for Volume 4, £6.50 for Volume 3,
£6 for Volume 2 or £6.50 for Volume 1 to: ANHSO Fritillary, 17, Norreys Road, Cumnor,
Oxford, OX2 9PT.
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RARE PLANTS GROUP AUDITED ACCOUNTS Jan to Dec 2008
Balance Sheet
Bank Balance at 1st January 2008
Income
Total Income
Expenditure
Bank Balance at 31st December 2008
Balance of income over expenditure

£
3581.34
4795.35
8376.69

£

1976.70
6399.99
2818.65

The full accounts have been audited and are available on request from the Treasurer.
Alison W. McDonald

THE RARE PLANTS GROUP WEBSITE
Our website, which is regularly updated by Frances Watkins, can be found at
www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk; it is a quick way of finding out what we are up to. It is linked
to the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire website, www.anhso.org.uk.

HOW TO HELP
For further information or enquiries please contact Dr. Camilla Lambrick, Picketts Heath, The
Ridgeway, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5EZ. Phone or Fax: 01865 735161 or
Email: camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk
Membership of the Rare Plants Group is synonymous with membership of the
Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire. To join send a cheque made out to The
Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire for the appropriate amount to: Susan
Sandford (Membership Secretary), Long Close, South Stoke Road, Woodcote, RG8 0PL.
Annual subscription rates are: Ordinary membership: £8; Student £4; Family £12 (per
family); Corporate £12. (Subscriptions run from January but a 16-month membership for the
cost of one year is available if you join in the autumn.)

Little egrets on Port Meadow 28 July 2008 Photo: A. W. McDonald
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ABOUT THE RARE PLANTS GROUP
The Rare Plants Group is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire and
works in partnership with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in
Oxfordshire:
Plantlife International
Natural England
The University of Oxford Department of Plant Sciences
The Environment Agency
Oxford City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
Botanical Society of the British Isles
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre
The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
Farm Animal Initiatives.

Committee
Chair
Deputy Chair and Treasurer
Secretary
Talks Organiser and Publicity
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor
Other

Hon. Auditor

Dr Camilla Lambrick
Dr Alison McDonald
Susan Erskine
Sue Helm
Frances Watkins
Serena Marner
Shirley Leach
Phil Cutt
Bill Clarke
Andrew Churchill Stone

This newsletter was edited by Serena Marner. Many thanks to all those who contributed to the
newsletter and helped in its production.
The newsletter is intended to inform about our work and is circulated to interested members
of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire, our partners, landowners we work
with and other interested parties. If you don’t think you are on our mailing list and you would
like to be, please email serena@oxfordrareplants.org.uk
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