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Fen Violet, Viola persicifolia
Note the mite waiting for a pollinating insect
Photo: Phil Cutt

INTRODUCTION
Many of “our” species did well in 2007; Green Hound’s-tongue reappeared, just, at its
Cotswold site; while Pasqueflower flourished on the chalk downland. Ploughing of the Wild
Celery field has produced a record showing of this mainly coastal biennial. One of the young
reinforcement plants of True Fox-sedge at BBOWT’s Asham Meads reserve even flowered.
However, the little newly-planted Meadow Clary plants at Ardley were dug up by rabbits, and
left to die. Fen Violet kept its numbers up, thanks to the dedicated farmer, the MoD warden
and energetic volunteers from the neighbouring RSPB reserve. Preliminary research indicates
that Fen Violet is producing lots of seed. Most pleasing of all John Killick found a new
county record while working on the Rare Plants Register (see page 8).
The spring and summer floods had dramatic effects on some species – Grass Poly, a
charming magenta-flowered annual of flooded field corners, had a huge showing, after having
been absent last year. Creeping Marshwort seemed to survive the floods – the plants at North
Hinksey were under water for weeks in July and August, but went on to flower. We found
Cuckoo-flower trying to beat the floods with little plantlets along the midribs of the leaves.
Viviparous plantlets on the leaves of
Cuckoo-flower, Cardamine pratensis, on
Binsey Green; this is a known
phenomenon but we think this maybe a
response to the heavy summer flooding of
2007.
Photo: Frances Watkins

There also seemed to be more than usual vivipary
in Cock’s-foot grass. Floodplains might be expected to cope with floods, but summer flooding
is a rather different matter from winter flooding. Many Elder bushes died, but Great Burnet
flower heads were seen bobbing happily over the water. The survival of such plants under the
various effects of the anoxia produced by prolonged summer flooding was one of the many
points of discussion during our flood-meadow workshop (see page 11).
We owe particular thanks to Natural England, in the person of Rebecca Tibbetts, for generous funding. After uncertainty during their reorganization, they came up trumps. As a result
we will have the resources for a full analysis of the Rare Plants Register data, and we may
extend our work on Fen Violet, which struggles at its one recent and two current UK sites.
A very big thank you to Frances Watkins who has made this newsletter so substantial
over the past ten years. After this prolonged and inspired dedication she is throwing her
considerable energies into extending the botanical courses offered by the Ashmolean Natural
History Society of Oxfordshire through its Education Group. We are delighted to welcome
Serena Marner as our newsletter editor. Serena has been curating the British and world-wide
plant collections in the Fielding-Druce Herbarium at the Plant Sciences Department of Oxford
University since 1977. We are fortunate to benefit from her love of plants and experience of
putting together the newsletter there.
Also a farewell thank you to Jill Sutcliffe of English Nature at Peterborough for all her
encouragement and support of our work. She was particularly important in getting us to write
up ten years of Creeping Marshwort research which is now published as English Nature
Research Report No. 706.
Camilla Lambrick
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THE PLANTS WE MONITOR
Apium repens, Creeping Marshwort
It was a shock to everyone in Oxford when the waters rose on July 20th and again a few days
later – the two tide lines could be seen in the hedgerow when we went in late August to map
the little group of plants on higher ground by the corner of Burgess field. But even these
plants were still under water – their leaves rather long and yellowish but firm and upright.
Over much of the southern area of Port Meadow Creeping Bent grass, Agrostis stolonifera
seemed to have floated up with the water forming a bright green mat, a few leaves of
Creeping Marshwort could be seen but the water was near the top of my boots and we will
have to wait until next year to do our regular vegetation monitoring and mapping and see
what has happened. At North Hinksey, an introduction site owned by the Oxford Preservation
Trust, the plants, though still mostly under water in late August, were very visible above the
surrounding Creeping Bent grass, and when the area dried out in September they flowered
well, though not as abundantly as in 2006. At Binsey the grass had become rather dense as
grazing was difficult and only a few seedlings were seen. Over in Essex, the other UK site, an
introduction to a nearby area within the Lee Valley project area was successful. Looking after
this plant is very much a partnership process and the Oxford City Council kindly hosted a
meeting of the lead partner Natural England with the Environment Agency, the British
Geological Survey and the Open University in December to discuss the hydrology and ways
forward. It was fascinating to hear about how the flood water arrived at different times from
the Evenlode and the Windrush, and most positive to hear about possibilities for getting rid of
the Australian Swamp Stonecrop, Crassula helmsii which is still on Port Meadow.
Camilla Lambrick
Apium graveolens, Wild Celery
The Wild Celery site at Marcham was visited on August 17th 2007. Large numbers of the
estimated 2000 to 2500 seedlings observed last year had flowered and set seed. We counted
over 2000 plants, although it was sometimes hard to decide whether closely-growing flower
stalks were from one large or several small plants. The mat of Creeping Bent grass, Agrostis
stolonifera made it difficult to find seedlings, although some were clearly present; our total of
33 was most likely an underestimate.
The area set aside for the celery has been modified a little during the last year; the eastern
third has been taken back into cultivation since there were rarely any celery plants growing in
it, but the northern, southern and western boundaries have each been pushed out by about 2
metres, to include areas where the celery flourishes.
The dense mat of Bent and other vegetation, such as Bristly Oxtongue, Picris echioides
and Docks, Rumex species, mean that it is unlikely that many new celery plants will become
established, and so it would seem best that the area should be ploughed in the autumn of
2007, once the seed has ripened, to give a new generation of seedlings a chance. No
Brookweed, Samolus valerandi was seen this year, but the Strawberry Clover, Trifolium
fragiferum was still present.
Ann Cole
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Aristolochia clematitis, Birthwort
The site of the nunnery ruins at Godstow was visited on Wednesday June 27th. A count of
Birthwort shoots was made by Sheila Ottway and Barbara Latham. A total number of 245
shoots were counted, of which 89 were in bloom. The distribution was essentially the same as
in previous years, with a high concentration of well developed shoots towards the eastern end
of the ditch. Most of the flowering shoots were at this eastern end. The Birthwort plants were
looking healthy, and had not been affected by grazing as no cattle had been put in the field
this year before this date. At the time of our observation in June the lushness of the vegetation
in the ditch, including Birthwort and Stinging Nettles, may have been partly due to the heavy
rainfall during the month of June, following a warm and sunny spell in the first part of May.
Another visit was made to Godstow on August 31st, once again by Sheila Ottway and
Barbara Latham. On this occasion a total of 239 shoots were counted, of which two (both near
the eastern end of the ditch) were in flower. Some of the larger shoots had evidently been
nibbled by cattle (which were present in the field containing the Nunnery ruins and ditch
when this visit was made). The dull appearance of some of the leaves on the larger shoots of
Birthwort indicated that the ditch had been flooded during late July, when there was extensive
flooding in and around Oxford following exceptionally heavy rain in the area on July 20th.
Nevertheless, many of the smaller shoots of Birthwort in the ditch were looking very healthy.
These smaller shoots may have developed after the floodwaters receded. The floodwaters do
not appear to have threatened the existence of Birthwort at this site.
Sheila Ottway
Carex vulpina, True Fox-sedge
The plants at Otmoor are flourishing following some tree clearance, and also a new plant was
found away from the others. There was a total of about 11, flowering well, perhaps in
response to the increased light.
In 2005 the True Fox-sedge population at Asham Meads BBOWT Reserve was
reinforced by 38 young plants raised from the single plant in the spinney. Last year they had
been mown when we went to look for them, but this year we used a chip detector and located
eight plants. They were mostly not very large but one of them was flowering. The original
plant had 55 inflorescences which is about average over the years.
Camilla Lambrick
Cynoglossum germanicum, Green Hound’s-tongue
Abundant plants were found at the Pyrton site but part of the site is shaded and needs
watching as numbers can soon drop if the plants become too shaded.
The site at Stratford Bridge is looking better after the lopping of trees by the Blenheim
Estate who have been very co-operative. Also a substantial amount of Dog's Mercury,
Mercurialis perennis and Goose-grass, Galium aparine were removed to ease germination.
One large four-spiked plant of Green Hound's-tongue was found and 22 seedlings which we
hope will thrive and flower next year.
Shirley Leach
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Filago pyramidata, Broad-leaved Cudweed
There are two extant sites for this species in Oxfordshire. Plantlife are anxious that these sites
remain viable as one of Broad-leaved Cudweed’s other sites in Essex, looks as if it will
disappear under development. Tim Wilkins came from Plantlife to help with identification at
Buckland. Here both Common Cudweed, Filago vulgaris and Broad-leaved Cudweed, Filago
pyramidata grow in close proximity. Thankfully we were able to identify 12 good specimens
of Filago pyramidata. Each plant had several flowering stems and it is hoped that plenty of
seed will be available for germination in 2008.
At Sonning there is no problem with identification, only Filago pyramidata grows here.
The problem is finding the plants. The vast majority are less than 2 centimetres tall. However
62 plants were found in the designated quadrats and it was estimated that another 100 grew
elsewhere in the quarry. This means that the population numbers have been quite stable over
the last three or four years, but not as good as the mid-nineties when there were estimated to
be over 1000 plants.
Susan Erskine
Gentianella anglica, Early Gentian
Early Gentian is endemic to the British Isles. George Claridge Druce recorded it from White
Horse Hill in his 1897 Flora as well as from other sites on the Wessex Downs. It is still found
regularly around the carving of the White Horse, especially along the back legs and tail. This
year I was lucky enough to find several plants there, and on the verge of the road between
Dragon Hill and the car park, on 24th June. This is later than usual, but the weather conditions
in April, May and June were not typical this year. Only three plants were found during a
search on Kingstone Down in late May, possibly a little early to search in 2007, but the
seedbank is still viable.
Susan Erskine
Lythrum hyssopifolium, Grass Poly
Over 500 plants were counted at the Cholsey site in July. The vegetation was very sparse due
to flooding from January to June. The vegetation in the years 2005/6 was rank and had
inhibited the germination of Grass Poly. No plants were found in those two years where no
flooding had taken place. I think we will have to accept that seasonal changes will affect this
plant.
Shirley Leach
Pulsatilla vulgaris, Pasqueflower
Maintenance of the sward in a favourable condition for the Pasqueflowers within their
exclosure at the native site on Aston Upthorpe Downs continues to be a significant concern.
Although the exclosure, established many years ago, has succeeded in preserving a small
population of Pasqueflowers from severe grazing pressure from rabbits, the absence of
grazing is itself problematic in that it allows a build up of moss and an increase in sward
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density. This tends to decrease Pasqueflower flowering
and plant vigour. To counteract this an annual cut and clear
exercise has been carried out and the exclosure left open to
sheep and rabbit grazing during the autumn and winter.
However further progress is needed. A considerably more
open sward at the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s reserve
at Barnsley Warren, which is cattle-grazed, contrasts with
the rather dense and mossy sward at Aston Upthorpe.
Despite this problem a small but nevertheless
encouraging number of new Pasqueflower plants were
again found within the exclosure in 2007. The survival of
Pasqueflower at Barnsley Warren
the transplants (of Aston Upthorpe provenance and
Photo: Kathy Warden
introduced in 1999) is also encouraging at 71%. On the site
as a whole rabbit control measures seem to have begun to have more effect so it will be
interesting to see whether Pasqueflowers are found outside the exclosure in the coming
season.
Kathy Warden
Salvia pratensis, Meadow Clary
On a verge south of Ardley there is a group of Meadow Clary plants which by 1996 had
dwindled to only six. In 1998 the County Council scraped the topsoil off an adjacent strip and
we have been trying to build up the population using seed from the original plants. One plant
planted in 2000 flowers regularly and now has 14 young growing round it. Scattering seed on
prepared areas is also paying off. One of two areas planted in 2006 now has15 seedlings,
though the patches sown in 2005 were less successful with only two seedlings. This year we
tried planting out 27 young pot plants raised from part of the seed collected in 2006. However
a month later nine of the plants appeared to have been uprooted by rabbits which seem to
have made little scrapes where the potting compost was and left the plants to shrivel. Later
visits failed to locate any of the new plantings, we shall check again next year. As usual we
have cleared grasses and dug thistles.
Camilla Lambrick
Sium latifolium, Greater Water-parsnip
Despite a very dry April and the floods in late July, Greater Water-parsnip did very well at
Marston, but less well at Wytham. Sadly, the Hagley Pool ditch had suffered considerably
from unusually high floods in late July. Much of the vegetation was dead or dying and bent
over by the water. There were five large dead fish in the water and a dead pike on the bank.
The previously recorded large plant of Greater Water-parsnip near the gate post at the bridge
was damaged by the flooding. After diligent searching on the south side only six flowering
and no non-flowering plants of Greater Water-parsnip were found and, on the north side, 18
flowering plants were found. No plants of Greater Spearwort, Ranunculus lingua were seen.
Alison McDonald
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Thlaspi perfoliatum, Cotswold Penny-cress
After a very poor year in 2006, numbers recovered in 2007. This was probably due to two
factors: first, the weather in the summer of 2006 was ideal for germination which takes place
in the autumn, a long hot bake, followed by plenty of rain; second, hard work to improve the
habitat for the plants.
At Bridgefield Bridge, which is owned by Network Rail, the number of plants increased
from 1 to 12, on the top of the cutting. Four plants were found on the side, this seems to have
suitable habitat, in that it is sparsely vegetated and not too shaded, but plant numbers are still
low here. Network Rail has always been supportive of our efforts to look after the plant,
providing a safety officer, when we are working on the top and side of the cutting.
At Palmer’s Bank on the Blenheim Estate, Plantlife organised a work party by the Oxford
Conservation Volunteers to clear areas along the field margin, with the permission of the
Estate. This work was rewarded, by a large increase in numbers of plants to 96, some of
which were sizable, with many flowering stems. A further work party took place later in
2007, so we are hoping for another good year here in 2008.
The Oxfordshire County Council also did some scarifying on the road verges at Stanton
Harcourt, the third site the Rare Plants Group survey, this time without such dramatic results.
Plants were only found at the southern end of the verge, whereas when the plant was first
found here all the plants were at the northern end. The numbers were lower than previously
recorded, only 27 plants being found. With increased rotavation it is hoped that results will
improve next year.
Susan Erskine
Veronica praecox, Breckland Speedwell
No plants at all were found at Standlake this year. Combined with a steady dwindling in
numbers over the past few years, this is forcing us to the conclusion that this site has become
unsuitable for Veronica praecox. It may be that the seed bank has become exhausted or it may
be that the activities of the rabbits have buried the seed too deep for it to be able to germinate.
Formal counts will not continue but we shall keep an eye on the site.
Frances Watkins

Viola persicifolia, Fen Violet
Fen Violet has maintained its extent at Otmoor after last year’s decline, this compares well
with the two other UK sites as six plants were seen at Woodwalton Fen and none at Wicken
Fen. Phil Cutt has begun a study of what happens to the plants in detail. How many seeds are
set? Are they viable? When and how many germinate? Do they survive? Do they flower next
year? How many runners are produced? An area of 3 x 3 metres has been marked with fenomarkers (sunken fixed rods) around one plant which has been recorded since the beginning in
1997. As so often in such work the number of “plants” is a moot point, as shoots come up
from underground stems. So far seed production has been estimated by counting the scars on
open seed pods which have released their seeds. This suggested that some 1075 seeds were
produced by plants in this area. Preliminary results also show that there may be some
vegetative growth of new seedlings in the late summer. The whole field suffered from
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flooding over the summer months, luckily though, it was after flowering had finished so
whether or not the seed suffered from being waterlogged before ripening, we don’t know.
Phil has found some associated animals – a leaf with leaf-miner trail was sent to
Peterborough and is probably an Agromyzid fly - Metopomyza violiphaga. Also in the flowers
there were tiny mites waiting to attach themselves to small bees and other insects visiting the
flowers (see photo on front cover).
As always the tenant farmer, Terry Moore, has been looking after the field carefully and
the strip around the edge which had been left for invertebrates had become dominated by
sedge. As the land became too wet for tractors this had to be raked by hand, RSPB volunteers
led by David Wilding with his quad bike and instructed by the warden Harvey Swift carried
out the work. The hay is now heaped to make potential nurseries for grass snakes.
Our experimental investigation of the results of spreading well-rotted farmyard manure
on the adjacent field has now come to an end. Though not probably statistically significant the
results suggest no substantial change was caused to the floristic composition of the area
treated. However the hay crop was thought to be improved. Terry has also spread hay from
the most species-rich field onto two neighbouring fields by which had lost much of their
interest, and next year we shall be assessing the success of this.
Next year we hope to visit the East Anglian sites and discuss the conservation programme
with the Plantlife International co-ordinator Tim Pankhurst and the National Trust.
Camilla Lambrick and Phil Cutt

Arable flowers in the Triangle, Wytham, 2007
The Triangle was ploughed in late September 2006. A survey of the vegetation on 26th June
2007, showed 78 species compared with 52 species in 2006 and 101 in 2005. However, of the
rare species recorded previously only the Blue Pimpernel, Anagalis arvensis ssp. foemina was
found this year. The vegetation was sparse and it is likely that plants were affected by the
drought in April. Unfortunately, we were not able to make a second record early in September
because the vegetation had already been cropped prior to ploughing. A visit on the 6th October
2007, however, showed that the Triangle had only been ploughed round the edge, where the
Small-flowered Buttercup, Ranunculus parviflorus usually has a large population, presumably
because of wet weather.
Alison McDonald

OXFORDSHIRE RARE PLANTS REGISTER
A spring meeting was held at the Museum in Woodstock where we pored over maps and
hatched plans for visits to promising places. At the December meeting we heard about the
results which were various and interesting. John Killick has found a new county record - the
Bristle Bent grass, Agrostis setacea at Tadmarton Golf Course. This was a favourite hunting
ground of G.C. Druce as the sandy soil gives acid conditions rare in the county. John also
found Sea Club-rush, Bolboschoenus maritimus not very far from the salt springs at Marcham
where it used to grow. Also Heath rush, Juncus squarrosus has been refound by Rod D’Ayala
at Kingwood Common where it has not been seen in recent years. In West Oxfordshire Ken
Betteridge reported that following extensive work only 23% success rate in refinding plants at
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former localities, mainly Ditchley and Wychwood. Alarm bells were set ringing by this, is it
a result of deer grazing, or atmospheric pollution, or changes in woodland management?
In the Vale, Susan Erskine spent time at Frilford Heath Golf Course. Of the 53 species on the
draft list recorded from this site, she found 40. The most satisfying finds were Grass-ofParnassus, Parnassia palustris, Long-stalked Yellow sedge, Carex viridula ssp.
brachyrrhynchia, and Flea sedge, Carex pulicaria all from the fen area which is in danger of
being dominated by Purple Moor grass, Molinia caerulea (itself another locally scarce
species). Other finds which have only one site on the courses were Shepherd's cress,
Teesdalia nudicaulis, Bottle sedge, Carex rostrata and Hoary Cinquefoil, Potentilla argentea.
Of the 13 not found, seven have not been recorded since before1986, leaving six, which
hopefully, were just keeping their heads down in 2007.
Grass-of-Parnassus, Parnassia palustris was a species that raised particular concern
because of the eight localities it was found in between 1970 and 2000, it can now only be
found at three, with only some 120 flowering plants. Moreover it appears that we have an
outlying group of sites well to the south of the main area of distribution of the species.
Interesting new work shows that the southern populations differ genetically from those of the
north and west, being diploid rather than tetraploid (four sets of chromosomes). So we have a
rather special obligation to look after this dwindling and beautiful plant.
We have had to extend the list of plants being looked for to accommodate the new Red
List of nationally threatened species. We look forward to two more field seasons and will then
bring it together as a book with pdf version available. Do come and get involved, there will be
a volunteer meeting at the Oxfordshire Museum on April 12th 2008.
Camilla Lambrick

Above: Violet Helleborine, Epipactis purpurata
found at Highmoor.
Right, above and below: the Chiltern Gentian,
Gentianella germanica found at Shirburn Hill.
Photos: J. Welsh 2007
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EVENTS IN 2007
Talks
The twelfth series of four lunchtime talks was held in the Large Lecture Theatre of the
Department of Plant Sciences at the University of Oxford at lunchtimes. We were most
grateful to Professor Leaver for allowing us to use this theatre and also the Common Room.
18th January:

British Orchids Reclassified: implications for species definition and
conservation
Dr Andrew Lack

1st February:

Where have all the flowers gone? Oxfordshire's Rare Plant Register
Dr Ellen Lee and Dr Camilla Lambrick

15th February:

Urban Botany: challenges and opportunities for plants in the city
John Edgington

1st March:

Rare Plants at Wytham: lessons for land management
Dr Charlie Gibson

Linnaean Dinner
To celebrate the 300th anniversary of Carl Linnaeus’ birth, we held a dinner on the 19th May at
Wolfson College, thanks to Alison McDonald. The dinner was preceded by a talk entitled ‘In
the footsteps of Linnaeus’ which was given by Rosemary Wise, the botanical artist at the
Department of Plant Sciences, University of Oxford. Rosemary talked about her visits to
Sweden, to the homes of the renowned Swedish naturalist who devised our modern day
binomial system of naming plants and animals. We were told about an expedition Rosemary
had undertaken with the Linnaean Society in 1998 travelling from Uppsala to Lapland
retracing part of the route taken by Linnaeus in 1732. In 1758 Linnaeus purchased a country
estate at Hammarby, not far from Uppsala, and money recently raised by Rosemary through
plant illustrations has been used towards the restoration of the estate.

Johann Jacob Dillenius, Professor of
Botany at Oxford University 1734-1747.
Photo: Deptartment of Plant Siences,
University of Oxford

After the dinner exhibits on the theme of
‘Linnaeus and Oxford’ were presented by Serena
Marner from Oxford University Herbaria, Department
of Plant Sciences. The display focused on the
meeting between Carl Linnaeus and Johann Jacob
Dillenius, the first Sherardian Professor of Botany at
Oxford University. The two met in 1736 when
Linnaeus visited the Oxford Botanic Garden and
stayed for about a week. A friendship between the
two naturalists developed and they exchanged letters,
books and plant specimens until the death of Dillenius
in 1747. Although in some of the correspondence
between the two men Dillenius was very critical of
Linnaeus's classification system, the outcome of the
meeting grew into a mutual respect and appreciation
for the work of the other.
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Flood-plain Hay-Meadows Workshop 2007

Hay-meadows workshop participants enjoy a tractor ride thanks to Mike Gooding of Farm Animal Initiatives

For some of us the highlight of the year was a series of three Saturdays in June spent listening
to experts and having them guide us round some prime ancient and modern hay-meadows.
First we heard about the background including the requirement of the meadows to get
phosphate from flood-water. We were also told some of the history including fascinating
similarities between different parts of Europe in the symbols on the tokens used to draw lots
for who was to have the hay from which area. On the first afternoon we visited North
Meadow at Cricklade, famous for it Snake’s-head fritillaries. The next week we heard about
the archaeological evidence for hay meadows and recent changes in beetle and plant
populations in Alison McDonald’s 20-year-old meadow at Wytham which we visited and
compared with its seed source at West Mead. Finally we heard about the value of floodmeadows to breeding waders and learnt from Kerry Lock about the extensive meadow
restoration by BBOWT at Chimney and saw the very favourable comparison with the
National Nature Reserve there. Ann Newson from Natural England described the actions
available through government initiatives for the future of such meadows. Lively discussion
sessions on each day have left us with plenty of food for thought and we are preparing a
publication in Fritillary – the journal of the ANHSO and BBOWT.
Camilla Lambrick

Plantlife International in 2007
Plantlife held its AGM at the Chelsea Physic Garden in June. The lecture theatre itself is a
lovely room and the garden made a delightful setting for the occasion. Members were able to
go on guided tours of the Garden after the formal business. Sir Ghillean Prance gave a
fascinating talk about his work on the interconnected lives of plants and animals in the
Amazon forests.
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With the new Strategic Plan in place it has been a year of steady progress towards achieving
our objectives. The Plan has four outcomes which the organisation works towards and they
are:
A:
B:
C:
D:

Taking action for plant conservation priorities on the ground
Enabling and advocating direct action for plant conservation by land managers and
governmental bodies
Informing and enthusing others about plant conservation
Making Plantlife a sustainable organisation responsive to key drivers of change

Plantlife is launching a membership drive and needs your help. To join visit the website,
www.plantlife.org.uk, or phone 01722 342730. And if you are already a member why not
recruit a friend or colleague?
Frances Watkins

PLANS FOR 2008
Field Events
As they are so numerous, field events are not listed in this newsletter. They involve plant
monitoring and practical conservation work, not all strenuous, such as scrub clearance and
scarifying. If you are interested in attending field events, please ring Susan Erskine on 01367
241499 or Camilla Lambrick on 01865 735161 or email camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk.

Talks
Thursday 17th January:

Rarity in a common old weed
Dr John Pannell

Thursday 31st January:

Evidence based conservation: A case study of Chimney
Meadows
Dr Kerry Lock

Thursday 14th February:

Recreating a rare habitat
Dr Alison McDonald

Thursday 28th February:

Oxford Meadows SAC. The Environment Agency's
approach to the implementation of the Habitats Directive
Paul St. Pierre

The lectures take place at 1.10 pm in the Large Lecture Theatre at The Department of Plant
Sciences, South Parks Road, Oxford. £1 donation.
Rare Plants Register Meeting
This will be held on Saturday April 12th from 10.00 am - 12.30 pm at the Oxfordshire
Museum, Woodstock. We shall gather to hear from Ellen Lee how the recording process is
going and to lay plans for the 2008 season.
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ASHMOLEAN NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY OF OXFORDSHIRE
Education Group
In 2007 all our courses were full and well-received. The continuation course on vegetative
identification was a revelation and we are all eagerly looking forward to the publication of
John Poland’s book on the subject. The charophytes course filled a much-needed gap in
people’s ID skills and was greatly enjoyable; paddling in the water on a fine day is always
fun. The yellow composites course was not so lucky in its weather but we were not defeated
and much useful work was done in the classroom with samples collected in the field before
the rain came down.
The basic identification course will be held again in 2008 as well as a new venture, a
course in basic botany. There will be three continuation courses for our alumni or those with
equivalent skills, one on conifers, one on woody plant families and one on grasses.
We shall be holding an outing as usual at a venue to be announced for past and present
students.
For more details, email frances.watkins@anthriscus.co.uk or ring 01865 863660.
Frances Watkins
Fritillary
Work has now started on volume 5 of Fritillary (the journal of the Ashmolean Natural
History Society of Oxfordshire and BBOWT, the Local Wildlife Trust). The main content
will be contributions arising from presentations given to the Hay-meadows workshop which
was held in June 2007.
The fourth volume of Fritillary is published on-line though you can also get a paper copy
(see below). You can access it from the Fritillary website, www.fritillary.org.uk. Volume 4
contains Geoffrey Davy’s paper on the changing flora of a Berkshire farm, Jacqueline and
Ivan Wright’s account of the bryology of Chawley Brick Pit, Rebecca Jeffree’s investigation
into the habitat of the wood white butterfly and Jim McGinlay’s research into the public
awareness of the conservation of common juniper at Aston Rowant.
If you would like to submit a paper about the natural history of the three counties for a
future volume, please get in touch with the receiving editor, Dr Alison McDonald, Wolfson
College, Oxford, OX2 6UD, telephone: 01865 556651, email:
alison.mcdonald@plants.ox.ac.uk.
The first three volumes of Fritillary are still available:
Volume 3 concentrates on the valley-head fens of Oxfordshire (especially Cothill Fen).
There are papers about their history since the last ice age, their botany, hydrology and
entomology.
Volume 2, the millennium edition, contains interesting papers about local wildlife. There
are pieces about the flowers of the Oxford ring road, meadow dandelions, the wild celery
story, the wild grape hyacinth, a fish rescue, farmland birds, slugs and snails and rare arable
flowers.
Volume 1 is notable for Andy Gosler’s article on the birds of Wytham Wood.
If you would like a copy of Fritillary, please send £8.50 for Volume 4, £6.50 for Volume 3,
£6 for Volume 2 or £6.50 for Volume 1 payable to ANHSO Fritillary, at 17 Norreys Road,
Cumnor, Oxford, OX2 9PT.
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RARE PLANTS GROUP AUDITED ACCOUNTS Jan to Dec 2007

INCOME

£

EXPENDITURE

£

Natural England
Plantlife International
Environment Agency
Donations
Education

1118.36
462.00
146.00
113.90
1180.00

Total

3020.26

Apium repens1
Carex vulpina
Cynoglossum germanicum
Viola persicifolia
Lythrum hyssopifolia
Frilford Survey
Filago pyramidata
Pulsatilla vulgaris
Salvia pratensis
Thlaspi perfoliatum
Sium latifolium
Apium graveolens
Arable flowers
Veronica
Rare Plants Register
Education2
Flood-plain workshop
Equipment
Insurance3
Publicity4
VAT
Administration5
Total

31.97
15.33
30.00
26.66
0.00
7.92
27.33
27.33
64.04
41.65
48.54
19.06
17.53
19.33
754.81
60.00
716.29
0.00
450.00
437.08
0.00
129.32
2924.19

Balance Sheet
Bank Balance at 1st January 2007
Income
Total Income
Unpaid Invoices
Expenditure
Unpresented cheque
Bank Balance at 31st December 2007

£
3643.27
3020.26
6663.53

£

198.00
2924.19
40.00
3581.34

NOTES
1.Volunteers travel and equipment are entered under the appropriate species or administration.
2. Education includes spring term lectures.
3. Includes 2006 and 2007.
4. Publicity includes newsletters.
5. Administration includes mileage, postage and stationary.
Alison W. McDonald

- 14 -

Oxfordshire Recording and Conservation Day
This will be held at County Hall Oxford on Saturday 23rd February 2008. The day's events
will follow the theme 'Recording for change, conserving for tomorrow'. Contact Lesley
Dunlop at the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre, Woodstock, on 01993 814147
or email: lesley.dunlop@oxfordshire.gov.uk for further information.
The event is organised by the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre, with the
Oxfordshire Nature Conservation Forum and help from local groups. The event is hosted by
Oxfordshire County Council.

THE RARE PLANTS GROUP WEBSITE
Our website, which is regularly updated by Frances Watkins, can be found at
www.oxfordrareplants.org.uk; it is a quick way of finding out what we are up to. It is linked
to the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire website, www.anhso.org.uk.

HOW TO HELP
For further information or enquiries please contact Dr. Camilla Lambrick, Picketts Heath, The
Ridgeway, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5EZ. Phone or Fax: 01865 735161 or
Email: camilla@lambrick.fsnet.co.uk
Membership of the Rare Plants Group is synonymous with membership of the Ashmolean
Natural History Society of Oxfordshire. To join send the form below with a cheque made out
to The Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire for the appropriate amount to:
Susan Sandford (Membership Secretary), Long Close, South Stoke Road, Woodcote, RG8
0PL
Annual subscription rates are: Ordinary membership: £8; Student £4; Family £12 (per
family); Corporate £12. (Subscriptions run from January but a 16-month membership for the
cost of one year is available if you join in the autumn.)
…………………………………………………………………………..........................
I/We would like to join the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire and enclose a
cheque for ………
Name
Address

…………………………......
……………………………..
……………………………..
……………………………..
……………………………..

Phone ………………………….
Email ………………………….
Postcode

………………….

I/We would welcome further information about (please tick):
The Verge Group
The Rare Plants Group
Education Group Courses
I/We am/are happy to receive Society mailings electronically
The information you give on this form will be held only for the purposes of administration
and direct communication with you and will not be divulged to any third party.
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ABOUT THE RARE PLANTS GROUP
The Rare Plants Group is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire and
works in partnership with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in
Oxfordshire:
Plantlife International
Natural England
The University of Oxford Department of Plant Sciences
The Environment Agency
Oxford City Council
Oxfordshire County Council
Botanical Society of the British Isles
The Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre
The Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust
Farm Animal Initiatives.

Committee
Chair
Deputy Chair and Treasurer
Secretary
Talks Organiser and Publicity
Webmaster
Newsletter Editor
Other
Hon. Auditor

Dr Camilla Lambrick
Dr Alison McDonald
Susan Erskine
Sue Helm
Frances Watkins
Serena Marner
Shirley Leach
Phil Cutt
Andrew Churchill Stone

This newsletter was edited by Serena Marner. Thanks to all those who contributed and helped
in its production.
The newsletter is intended to inform about our work and is circulated to interested members
of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire, our partners, landowners we work
with and other interested parties. If you don’t think you are on our mailing list and you would
like to be, please email serena@oxfordrareplants.org.uk
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