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Early Gentian among a group of 15-20 found on the rim of the Devil’s Punchbowl, 9 June 

2021 

Photograph by Kathy Warden  
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INTRODUCTION 

Firstly, I would very much like to thank the Flora Guardians for their sterling work over 

2021, Covid 19 having hampered so much in 2020. Most of the regular species are here in 

this newsletter and we have gained two species, Slender Bedstraw Galium pumilum and 

Burnt Orchid Neotinea ustulata. Thank you, Sally Rankin and Kathy Warden, for taking 

these on. You will see from the reports that Flora Guardians often work with other groups, for 

instance Natural England, the Wychwood Flora Group, Oxfordshire’s Freshwater Habitats 

Trust, BBOWT, Plantlife and individuals such as Brian Laney. I would like to acknowledge 

all this work and say how grateful OFG is to have such worthy support. 

Many of you will have heard the sad news of the sudden death of Terry Swainbank. His 

support for botany and especially his love of orchids will be well known to those of you who 

have worked with him and who may have seen him disappear into the distance on the hunt 

for an elusive or reputed specimen. His detailed reports on Butterfly Orchids have been a 

significant highlight of OFG newsletter in recent years and he will be much missed. Our best 

wishes go to Anne, his wife, and the rest of the family. 

Finally, I would like to thank the OFG committee for all the work they do behind the scenes 

to keep this section of the Ashmolean Natural History Society going, especially the chivvying 

that needs to be done to ensure that calendars exist, events are organised, reports are written 

and grants applied for. Without their commitment, support for Oxfordshire’s threatened 

plants would be that much more difficult. 

I hope you will find this newsletter interesting. It will be on the Society’s website in due 

course but if you know of anyone who would like to receive a copy directly, please ask them 

to send their email address to chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk  

Sally Abbey, Chair of the Oxfordshire Flora Group. 

THE PLANTS WE MONITOR 

Apium graveolens   Wild Celery 

2021was not a great year for any of our target species. I only found a single plant of Wild 

Celery and this was growing in the wheel ruts between strips A and B at the managed site 

near Marcham, where the ground was presumably somewhat open/bare earlier this year. I 

expect that there are a few more plants/seedlings present, but that these were just not visible 

within the dense thatch of grasses and Ox-tongue/Thistle weed species. 

Similarly, whilst it was not possible to re-find the Saltmarsh Rush (Juncus gerardii) or the 

Distant Sedge (Carex distans), I suspect that both persist but are being suppressed: the 

Saltmarsh Rush by the dense mat of Creeping Bent (Agrostis stolonifera) on the western 

margin of the plot, and the Distant Sedge by the competitive grass and weed species in the 

permanent pasture. 

The entire plot (the strips and the permanent pasture) would benefit not just from topping but, 

if possible, a hard cut with the arisings removed, to really knock back the more competitive 

species. It looks as though sheep have been grazing the adjacent field again this year. If it 

were possible to move the temporary fence after topping/cutting to allow the sheep in, then I 

would expect a spell of aftermath grazing to be enormously helpful in knocking the Bristly 

Ox-tongue and other weed species back. 

mailto:chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk
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In addition, and as per last year’s recommendation, it may also be beneficial to give the 

whole patch (all six strips) a further cut-and-take in late spring too, to see if this has the 

desired effect on the weeds whilst not impacting the Celery too hard. 

Thinking ahead to future options for the Higher Level Stewardship (or equivalent), if the 

intention is to graze the wider field longer-term, then this could potentially also be the key for 

managing the site for the three target species. All three plant species (Wild 

Celery, Saltmarsh Rush and Distant Sedge) would benefit from light grazing to keep the 

competitive weed species down.  

Rebecca Read 

 

Carex vulpina   True Fox Sedge 

With a damper winter than in recent years and prolonged wet spells with standing water lying 

over some of the Upper River Ray Floodplain sites, I was keen to get back to monitoring 

visits in 2021.  With April and May seeing an extended cold spell, and nights often to 

freezing until mid-May, I also wondered if this would delay or reduce growth and 

productivity.  Also, with a lull in the pandemic, it was possible to get some volunteers 

out, allowing me to arrange a long-awaited survey of the reinforcement and introduction sites 

at BBOWT's Leaches Farm and Gallows Bridge Farm, as well as the private Marshfield 

Farm. 

Overall, the results were encouraging with mostly good growth and good seed 

production, despite the challenges of the wet winter and cold spring, and despite the 

varied management impacts at different sites. 

Despite the winter standing waters, True Fox Sedge grew, flowered and set seed well in most 

sites.  However, growth was certainly delayed by the cold spring.  Although most plants at 

most sites monitored showed good growth and seeding, this was not universal, It is unclear 

why the original 'spinney plant' at BBOWT Asham Meads should have been in such poor 

health, with sparse vegetative growth and little flowering or seed recorded.  

 

 

 

At Asham Meads, the location of the original 

spinney plant, where a substantial plant with 

both vegetative and flowering growth to over a 

metre tall can normally be seen, in the centre of 

view. Instead, there is sparse growth and also 

heavy trampling (though not grazing), 

presumably by deer. 

 

 

The plants introduced at BBOWT's Leaches Farm and Gallows Bridge Farm seem to have 

established very well and they produced lush growth and prodigious seed crop.  Samples 

were collected from Leaches and submitted to the Millennium Seed Bank, with 4578 and 

5130 seeds in each!  Seed was also collected from BBOWT Meadow Farm with samples of 

1121 and 1628 seeds.  Each sample was only about 10 or 12 inflorescences.  At Meadow 

Farm, it was pleasing to find that two previously unrecorded plants are present by the pond, 
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where the canopy was trimmed back; these may be fast-establishing seedlings or more likely 

have thrived and become evident with the increased light. 

 

 

 

Three seed utricules from Carex vulpina 

at Meadow Farm, photographed with 

focus-stacking and showing the 

characteristic 'papillose' surface cells. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At a private site, the plants were too grazed-down to monitor effectively, so a return visit is 

planned; an incidental bonus here - and my first encounter with the plant - was the discovery 

of three plants of Lythrum hyssopifolia Grass-poly, a new site for this plant. 

Plants were too grazed down to monitor effectively at two fields in the BBOWT Gallows 

Bridge site, though the vegetative growth there was evident and I am confident the seedlings 

did establish.  Monitoring in 2022 will hopefully confirm this. 

Successful visits were also made to two sites to collect seeds and/or vegetative samples from 

robust plants in support of a new project, ‘Oxfordshire’s Freshwater Network: Engaging 

People in Nature’s Recovery’, being run by the Freshwater Habitats Trust, for ex situ 

conservation of varied wetland plant species, with cultivated plants to go to new wetland sites 

or bolster existing populations. 

This was a busy year for monitoring of this species and I am very grateful to all those who 

assisted in planning and on-site visits, notably the various landowners, and both BBOWT and 

FHT staff and volunteers, who made the site visits not only successful but enjoyable and 

offered good learning opportunities! 

Keith Cohen, who also took the photgraphs 

Fallopia dumetorum     Copse Bindweed  

Fallopia dumtorum grows, in Oxfordshire, in what must be one of the least attractive, and 

dangerous, locations of any rare plant; a road verge along the A420 trunk road. Because of 

this, only one short visit a year is made to check on it.  This year that was later than normal 

and it was found to be doing well.  

Approximately 310 plants were counted during an hour’s walk on both sides of the road.  In 

previous years the council has been known to trim around the bases of road signs extending 

well into the wide verge but this year they have held back resulting in one of the largest 

patches of Fallopia that we have seen.  
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Large patch of Fallopia dumetorum growing over 

Bracken by the road signs on 21 Sept 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report and photograph by Phil Cutt 

Filago pyramidata   Broad-leaved Cudweed 

On 23 July, three of us visited Span Hill/Flowing Spring Quarry, with permission from 

Coppid Farming Enterprises, to conduct the annual survey of Broad-leaved Cudweed. A 

transect line was laid out across the quarry and 21 1m x 1m quadrats were surveyed along the 

transect. In addition, the immediate surrounds of the quadrats were surveyed as were several 

quadrats outside the others. 

This year a total of 437 plants were counted: 28 in the quadrats along the transect, 92 in the 

50 cm strips around the quadrats, 195 in six extra quadrats and a further 122. This was about 

three times as many as in 2020 but we didn’t have a long dry spell in May/June 2021, unlike 

2020. This was, however, less than half the count in the best year in recent times when 904 

plants were counted in 2017. All the plants in the quadrats along the transect line were 

flowering and 64% were < 2 cm high. One plant elsewhere was 6.5cm tall and another was 

9cm. The largest plants found to date were three plants observed in 2017 which were 20cm, 

19cm and 18cm tall. 

As noted in previous years, Broad-leaved Cudweed isn’t usually found where the coverage of 

other vegetation, like grass, moss and brambles, is high. If the vegetation is very low it seems 

to be able to cope but no plants have been found where the grass is very dense. On 20 

February 2021 and 3 December 2021, therefore, a small group of us removed an area of 

dense grass and raked off some moss. There was no bare chalk at all in the last few quadrats 

along the transect line so we started removing grass etc. in that area. 

The quarry is sometimes used illegally for partying and the perpetrators leave a lot of litter, 

and often light fires. Although it was bad again this year it didn’t appear to be any worse than 

in previous years. At least one fire site is where Broad-leaved Cudweed has been found in the 

past. 

As well as Broad-leaved Cudweed, the rare plants Centaurium pulchellum Lesser Centaury, 

and Iberis amara Wild Candytuft, were found in the quarry. This year, Gnaphalium 

uliginosum Marsh Cudweed was also found in the quarry. 174 plants were counted. The 

BSBI’s distribution database has been checked and it contains no records for this species in 

the 100 m square that contains the quarry.  
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Thanks go to Coppid Farming Enterprises for permission to monitor this rare plant at Span 

Hill Quarry and to the volunteers for their surveying and habitat management services.  

Buckland Warren SSSI wasn’t surveyed this year.  

Natural England have approved the plan to reintroduce Broad-leaved Cudweed at Aston 

Rowant NNR and they have rotovated the reintroduction site. Plantlife funded a grow-out 

from the Millennium Seed Bank and some of the seed they will provide is scheduled to be 

planted in March 2022. 

Sally Rankin 

Galium pumilum   Slender Bedstraw  

According to the records, Slender Bedstraw is now confined to one site in vice-county 23 

(Oxfordshire): Hartslock SSSI, the BBOWT reserve near Goring. I observed it there in 2008 

and 2010 when doing some recording with other volunteers for the Rare Plants Register, 

published in 2018 as ‘Oxfordshire’s Threatened Plants’.  

A group of us visited the site on 7 June 2021 but failed to locate the plant where it had been 

observed in 2008 and 2010 so I contacted Chris Raper to see if he could help. Chris has been 

a volunteer warden at Hartslock for many years. Three of us visited the site again with Chris 

on 17 June 2021 and he helped us locate Slender Bedstraw in several places some distance 

from where it had been observed in 2008 and 2010. The main patch located was an area 

approximately 46m x 15 m, northwest of the large lone beech tree. It was growing alongside 

Hedge Bedstraw Galium album in quite dense but low scrub though it was ‘frequent’ in that 

patch. Four other smaller patches were found of which two were approximately 4m x 4m, 

although the search wasn’t exhaustive. 

Although Slender Bedstraw has much declined with the loss of chalk grassland and reduced 

grazing it seems to be doing well at Hartslock. The plants appear to be coping with the 

surrounding scrub even though it is denser and taller than would normally be expected on 

good chalk grassland. It may, however, come under threat if the scrub is allowed to grow 

much taller.  

Sally Rankin 

Gentianella anglica    Early Gentian 

Early Gentian was surveyed this year in the Devil’s Punchbowl and Crowhole Bottom, close 

to the Ridgeway. Though no plants were found at some of the usual locations at the head of 

the valley, a group of 15-20 were found not too far away on the rim of the Punchbowl 

following a tip-off by butterfly surveyor Gillian Taylor.  Around 55 plants were subsequently 

found in Crowhole Bottom in a traditional location, though it is noticeable that the track 

along which they are usually found seems to be developing a denser sward. This is possibly 

because of the closure of a permissive walking route which, in the past, may have kept the 

vegetation more open and therefore favourable for the germination and establishment of this 

annual. See photograph on front cover of this newsletter (Ed) 

Kathy Warden 

Helosciadium (formerly Apium) repens    Creeping Marshwort 

Creeping Marshwort (a Schedule 8 plant and now with the status raised to Critically 

Endangered in UK) has continued to have mixed fortunes this year in Oxfordshire. At its 

native site of Port Meadow Oxford, the most recent year it really thrived was 2017. This was 
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due to that year having a lot of mid-summer rain, stimulating much germination from the 

seedbank.  In 2021 no early visits were possible but at monitoring in August very few 

vegetative plants were found. There were no new germinations out in the mud zone left by 

the temporary winter and spring lake and all mature plants were perennial survivors. These 

were found to be struggling in competition with dense mats of common perennials like 

Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera which were much stimulated by the rainy, cool conditions 

from May onwards.  

A lack of cows on the meadow meant that grazing pressure was again reduced from the 

optimum. Very few flowers were found, therefore, again, minimal recruitment to the seed 

bank is expected. This, however, was a better situation than in 2018 and 2019, when no plants 

were seen at the normal monitoring date in late August. It is fortunate that the Port Meadow 

population has been the source for plant material going to four introduction sites in 

Oxfordshire where flowering and seeding has been better. The safeguarded population is 

supplying plants for further new introduction sites, material from Port Meadow being 

removed under Natural England licence in 2017 and held by Oxford Botanic Garden (OBG).  

 

 
 

One of the few Creeping Marshwort plants to be found on Port Meadow, growing through 

dense Creeping Bent and producing an inflorescence on a very long peduncle above the 

grass mat, 21.08.2021.  

At North Hinksey, the news on the population introduced to this floodplain meadow in 1996 

by the Oxfordshire Flora Group (previously the Rare Plants Group) was better.   

Weekly mowing of the population in the central palaeochannel (with the arisings collected) 

started at normal time in early May and continued throughout 2021 until the end of October. 

The regular cutting produced the key feature of a sward only a few cm high and reduced 

competition from grass and other creeping species like Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus 

repens, Strawberry Clover Trifolium fragiferum and Silverweed Potentilla anserina. This has 

effectively maintained the Creeping Marshwort plants in health here for the years after the 

heavy year-round grazing (by up to eight horses) ceased in 2017.   

Winter inundation in 2020/2021 caused loss of some plants to rank Creeping Bent and algal 

mat growth but the April drought immediately after was also a challenge. Dried algal mats 

coated the area and were raked off the plants to get them into the light. The population had 

retreated somewhat from the drier margins of the channel to the clay-rich centre and plants 



8 

 

were struggling. This plant’s amazing ability to recover saved the day when the weather 

changed. Intermittent rains from the beginning of May through summer stimulated recovery 

and a lot of re-growth by runners (stolons) with expansion of clumps. Running sideways, 

underneath the mats of other creeping plants, is a successful strategy if regular low cutting 

keeps stronger growing plants from becoming dominant and producing too much shade. 

Flowering and seeding were excellent throughout the summer and early autumn.  The Oxford 

Flood Scheme Channel, which will curve round this field to the north, is delayed again. Flood 

meadows marginal to the scheme channel may yet provide suitable new moist sites for 

introduction of Creeping Marshwort, if the necessary year-round heavy grazing by cows or 

horses can be arranged. 

 

 
 

Creeping Marshwort flowers abundantly at North Hinksey in a mown sward with Strawberry 

Clover, White Clover, Silverweed and Creeping Bent in a close-mown sward, 09.08.2021.   

A pond created in the floodplain of the River Cherwell at Cutteslowe, Oxford is a more 

recent introduction site where plants were first installed in 2017. Oxford City Council owns 

the site and facilitates work for this plant here. Creeping Marshwort grows on the bare, 

newly-scraped, marginal shallow, clayey, draw-down zone of a large pond dug by the 

Freshwater Habitats Trust in 2003.  

Pond water levels remained high into May 2021; this sadly caused the death of most of the 

previously installed plants (presumably by anoxia) and when the drawdown zone mud bank 

finally emerged, only one surviving Creeping Marshwort plant could be found at the highest 

level on the bank.  This plant responded quickly by running sideways, forming a good patch.  

An additional eight plants were installed nearby from conserved stock, under the grant-

funded scheme of the Freshwater Habitats Trust (FHT) known as the ‘Saving Oxford’s 

Wetland Wildlife’ project (SOWW). Intermittently cool and wet summer conditions aided 

survival and very surprisingly, stimulated considerable germination of seedlings from the 

seed bank which must have built up over the last few years. Close mowing of the marginal 

vegetation on this drawdown zone and removal of young willow growth by volunteers, 

continue to make this introduction a success, despite absence of grazing. At a visit in late 

September the big surprise was finding a big patch of Creeping Marshwort on the opposite 

bank of the pond to the introduction area.  This is good evidence of natural spread by either 
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seed or stolon fragments on water. The size of the patch means it had been in place at least a 

couple of years. 

  
Creep 

Cr 

Creeping Marshwort seedlings on the draw-down zone of the Cutteslowe pond margin on 

26.08.2021.  

A second recent introduction site is on the bare mud margin of ponds dug in 2009 in clayey 

soil in Milham Ford Nature Park in New Marston, Oxford. The ponds have a natural spring-

fed water source and are unlined. Creeping Marshwort plant portions from stock at OBG 

were first installed in in several places to the bare, clayey, wet pond margins in 2019.  High 

water levels in the ponds in 2021 were challenging to the plants. They grew slowly when 

completely inundated and leaves did not emerge into the air until late summer. The leaves 

underwater were also limited in growth in spring because of a covering of filamentous algae 

and silt. This silt must have restricted photosynthesis and was deposited due to shallow pond 

margin disturbance from trampling by children and dogs. Under the grant-funded FHT 

SOWW project some of the plants struggling under more than 40cm deep water were 

removed and re-planted out of water in moist mud, where they are doing better. Also, one of 

the margins was close mown, with shading hard rush cut hard. Flowering was very sparse on 

long peduncles raised above the water. 

A trial introduction to Mill Meadows, at the River and Rowing Museum, a mown floodplain 

meadow of the Thames near Henley, appears to be another success, due to the careful regular 

hand shearing over the plants and removal of risings by the members of the local Greener 

Henley Wildlife Group.  The two 1m wide patches had 40 plants from the OBG stock 

installed in 2020 and produced abundant leaves and flowers by the end of July 2021.  

Spreading the established plants to new patches and maintenance of the necessary very short 

sward by council machinery is the next step to achieve here. 
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Creeping Marshwort flowers for the first time 

in Mill Meadows, Henley, 25.07.2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creeping Marshwort has also been introduced at Boundary Brook Nature Park in the care of 

Oxford Urban Wildlife Group, Camilla Lambrick reports. 

What is needed in any Creeping Marshwort introduction site? Experience shows the key 

features are very simple: – moist soil and either year-round heavy grazing by cows or horses 

(substituted for by year-round close mowing with arisings removed); producing a short sward 

no more than 5-10cm high OR a bare moist mud bank with no other competing plants. 

Report and photographs by Judy Webb 

Himantoglossum hircinum   Lizard Orchid 

At the site north of Oxford, two shoots for 2021 were visible at the base of the stem on 9 

September 2020. The third shoot had reappeared by 20 September, when I trimmed the grass 

in the immediate vicinity of the plant. Subsequent inspection of photographs shows that a 

new fourth shoot was also emergent at this time, although I did not notice this on site until 8 

November, by which time the two main shoots were forming sizable rosettes.  
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By 16 April 2021 the fourth shoot had 

withered away. By 25 May two spikes 

were forming, and the third shoot 

remained visible. On 10 June I saw 

two unopened inflorescences, which, 

on 19 June, were both open, save for 

the top-most buds. 
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The flowers were still visible on 19 July, but past 

their best.  In September I counted 70 pods on the 

larger spike, just four of which looked like they had 

swollen to produce seed, and 50 pods on the smaller 

spike, six of which appear to have swollen and 

produced seed. 

My first sighting of two new shoots for 2022 was on 

22 September. By this time brambles and suckers 

from the hedge were making a significant 

encroachment into the verge, so in addition to cutting 

the grass around the Lizard Orchid, I pushed the 

hedge behind the Lizard Orchid back to its former 

boundary. It would only take a season or two of 

neglect for the verge to become overgrown. By 13 

November, two rosettes and a third shoot were 

visible. A fourth shoot was spotted on 9 December, 

but this was overshadowed by one of the rosettes and 

so probably will not come to much. This remains the 

case on 8 February 2022. 

I was pleased to learn of a new site for Lizard Orchid in the county, near Shrivenham, and 

was lucky enough to be able to see a single flowering spike there on 11 July 2021. 

Fortunately, the CEO of the site is enthusiastic about the new arrival and hopefully it will 

persist there for future years. 

Report and photographs by Christopher Hoskin 

Microthlaspi perfoliatum    Perfoliate (Cotswold) Penny-cress 

A visit was made to Linch Hill verges near Stanton Harcourt by Sally Abbey and Frances 

Watkins on 8 April 2021 

On the western verge, south of the Linch Hill Leisure Park sign and between the 3rd and 4th 

grip, 39 plants were found, between 16m and 21m from the sign. Many were in full flower. 

The verge has now been interrupted by a new gateway but luckily nearer the turn into the 

leisure park than the 3rd/4th grip, where no M. perfoliatum plants have been seen for several 

years. 

The previous spring, during lockdown, when I was unable to visit because of Covid 

restrictions, the weather was exceptionally warm and dry. This would have left plenty of dry, 

bare ground for the seeds to set. There was no sign of the plants when I was able to visit in 

June. However, in 2021, the weather was grey and wet in late spring which would have 

encouraged ranker grass on the verge. It will be interesting to see if that has affected the 

numbers of plants in 2022. 

On the Eastern verge, south of the Linch Hill Leisure Park turn, two flowering plants were 

found, about half-way between the entrance to the bungalow on the other side of the road and 

the green triangle at the bottom of the hill. 

My plan for 2022 is to visit the site on several occasions, starting in February, to see when the 

seedlings appear and when they finally disappear. 

Sally Abbey 
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Neotinea ustulata   Burnt Orchid 

Very heartening news from Aston Upthorpe Downs SSSI was the discovery of a population 

of a little over 30 flowering plants in one location, and the re-finding of a small number in 

another area. 

 

Burnt Orchid, 2021 

Report and photograph by Kathy Warden 

Pulsatilla vulgaris   Pasqueflower 

Monitoring of the long-term augmentation of the small Pasqueflower population at Juniper 

Valley continued.  The site is the sole remaining natural location for Pasqueflower in 

Oxfordshire and augmentations (using plants raised from seed from the same site) were 

carried out in 1999 and 2015.  Twenty-two years on, survival of the original set of transplants 

is just under 50%, and 60% for the later project – good results for the species.  Maintenance 

of the two Pasqueflower exclosures in a suitable condition in the absence of grazing can be a 

bit of a challenge. In 2021, however, funding from Natural England enabled a contractor to 

be engaged to cut the sward, with clearance by volunteer effort. 

Though, in general, it was a poor flowering year the presence of a flowering plant near the 

original exclosure confirmed the ongoing survival of plants outside the protected area. 
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Pasqueflower flowering outside the original exclosure at Juniper Valley, April 2021. 

Some encouraging results began to emerge from a direct seeding trial originally set up in 

2018 to explore whether it would be an effective low-resource way of increasing the number 

of plants on site.  Percentage establishment was quite low but with minimal effort thirty-five 

new young plants have been added to the population.  Further direct seeding is planned, 

depending on seed availability in the coming season. 

 
 

Pasqueflower seedlings established from direct seeding, with a little bit of protection against 

rabbit scraping and other disturbance. 
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The most exciting news from Juniper Valley in 2021 was the Juniper restoration project 

organised by Andy Byfield on behalf of Plantlife.  The work has involved a large element of 

scrub removal and production of scrapes as shown below. Though the species focus is on 

Juniper, the improved management by way of more effective rabbit control and, hopefully, 

re-introduction of an appropriate stock-grazing regime is likely to benefit a range of species, 

including Pasqueflower and Field Fleawort (See below, Tephroseris integrifolia. Ed) 

 

Plantlife’s Juniper restoration works at Juniper Valley 2021, viewed from the eastern slope. 

An interesting discovery at Juniper Valley was the uncommon rust fungus Tongues of Fire 

Gymnosporangium clavariiforme, initially found on two of the Juniper bushes within the 

original Pasqueflower exclosure on a visit in mid-April. The species was later found to be 

widespread on the Junipers along the length of the valley. 

 

Gymnosporangium clavariiforme on Juniper Juniperus communis in the Pasqueflower 

exclosure at Juniper Valley, April 2021. 

Report and photographs by Kathy Warden 
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Ranunculus hederaceus   Ivy-leaved Crowfoot 

Ivy-leaved Crowfoot grows in flushes on Berkley Old Golf Course on Boar’s Hill. Areas 

where the rushes have been dug out are well populated. This year flowers were numerous. A 

second patch of Ivy-leaved Crowfoot was re-found, giving a total length of water course 

covered by the plant of about 64 m.  

The main population is in the flush below the site entrance, in the south-western corner of the 

field. The total extent of the population is 59 m long, starting 25 cm north of the beginning of 

the water course, to a maximum of 2.1 m wide. The Crowfoot formed more and less dense 

patches wherever there were gaps in the rushes and many flowers were present. 

Associated plants include Small Sweet-grass Glyceria declinata, Bog Stitchwort Stellaria 

alsine and Greater Bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus.  

Thanks are due to the Abingdon Green Gym for digging out the rushes and the Oxford 

Preservation Trust for arranging grazing and removal off the Soft-rush Juncus effusus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The photograph on the left shows the site of Ivy-leaved Crowfoot in the central area, between 

clumps of Soft-rush and that on the right the leaves of Ivy-leaved Crowfoot in the spring-fed 

stream 

Report and photographs by Camilla Lambrick 
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Salvia pratensis   Meadow Clary 
 

There was a fantastic display of flowering spikes this year, thanks to Brian Laney's diligent 

efforts. He added about 12 new plants to the main verge around the main, single specimen, at 

least four of which had flowered. The new plants (I think some of which were only added in 

May) had survived a dry period and were re-growing. On the old stopped up verge, the caged 

plants all flowered well, except the self-set plant which was too young. Brian reports that the 

rabbits do a great job on the rest of the layby but would certainly eat the Meadow Clary if not 

protected. He has even hand pulled Common Ragwort. He was planning to clear all 

remaining brambles and hawthorn to allow the interesting flora that survives to have a better 

chance of flowering. He noticed four spikes of Common Broomrape too.  
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It is important to note that this site is potentially at risk from proposals for a Strategic Rail 

Freight Interchange. Initial consultation with the developer's ecologist has managed to have 

the site entrance moved and the layby is now proposed as part of bridleway, but several 

people are pushing to get greater habitat gains on the back of this project.  

Report and photographs by Christine Marsh 

Sium latifolium   Greater Water-parsnip 

This tall wetland perennial umbellifer is GB Red Listed and on the England Red List as 

Endangered and also a Section 41 (UK BAP Priority species). In its native site of Hagley 

Pool ditch, part of an SSSI in the Thames floodplain near Wytham, the wet spring and 

summer meant healthy high-water levels which, however, encouraged very rampant reed and 

sedge growth, giving the Greater Water-parsnip clumps strong competition. The three well-

known clumps all flowered and it was good to see that the northern bank clump was 

significantly larger, with many more inflorescences than last year.  It is hoped that this is a 

response to the new cutting regime with a flail mower in autumn, knocking back the reed 

significantly. Reed invasion to the centre of the ditch is still a concern; discussions with farm 

managers as to how to control this are on-going. 

 

 

 

 

Greater Water-parsnip at Hagley Pool 

ditch 20.07.2021  

 

In Marston, Oxford, the small native Greater Water-parsnip population on the edge of a ditch 

in Burnt Mill Meadow, in the floodplain of the Cherwell River, has had a big boost due to 

habitat management funded by the Freshwater Habitats Trust as part of their ‘Saving 

Oxford’s Wetland Wildlife’ grant-funded project. (SOWW). Many large shading willows 

were pollarded to let in more light and the tall sedges which had threatened to swamp the 

plants were scythed and raked off by the Oxford Conservation Volunteers. The result was 

seven strong plants with over 25 inflorescences.  This good flowering was helped by the rainy 

conditions from May which meant that the adjacent ditch did not dry out this year as it does 

in most summers. 

In the introduction site of a pond and stream (constructed in 2009) at Milham Ford Nature 

Park in Marston, two plants in a pond margin matured and flowered as usual, but a more 

spectacular success was shown by the eight plants installed in 2020 at intervals along the 

stream feeding the ponds. This stream was segmented into a series of linear pools by low 

bunds of clay, ensuring water holding for longer. The Greater Water-parsnip plants were 

installed in these stream-pools.  One of these plants did so well that over 95 inflorescences 

were counted; a remarkable response in one year. Management here cannot involve grazing. 
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Instead, volunteers will intermittently remove excess growth of rushes and Bulrush Typha 

latofolia that might otherwise prove too much competition for the plants. 

 

Several of the 95 flowering umbels on one plant of the Greater Water-parsnip plants installed 

in 2020 at Milham Ford Nature Park, photographed on 31.07.2021. 

Further trial introductions of Greater Water–parsnip to a pond in a floodplain field next to 

Cutteslowe Park had been carried out in 2020. Well grown plants propagated by Oxford 

Botanic Garden were planted, mostly slightly under water in August.  There then followed a 

very wet winter and a wettish year during 2021 and water levels in the ponds did not drop as 

far down as they had done for the past three years. At monitoring in August 2021, water 

levels were still very high and none of the introduced plants could be found, presumed lost 

due to being immersed for too long. A further introduction of ten well grown plants made 

sure that planting in August 2021 was in positions that were out of the water and likely to be 

in the hydrological ‘goldilocks zone’ (not too deep, not too dry) as indicated by thriving 

plants nearby. The original introduced plants (placed in 2018) have continued to become 

larger and spread sideways by shoots sprouting from spreading roots. Much flowering 

happened, enabling later collection of a good quantity of fertile seed. Management to favour 

the plants has involved Oxford City Council volunteers and Oxford Conservation Volunteers 

scything and raking off the pond marginal vegetation just before planting out of the 2021 

introductions. 

Greater Water-parsnip plants continue to be propagated in a number of volunteers’ garden 

ponds.  I’m collaborating with the Freshwater Habitats Trust in a further public involvement 

grant-funded scheme called the ‘Ex-situ Wetland Plant Project’ - part of their ‘Saving 

Oxford’s Wetland Wildlife’ initiative. Freshly collected Greater Water-parsnip seed from 

Cutteslowe plants has gone to the Botanic Garden to be used in this project. 

Camilla Lambrick reports that Greater Water-parsnip has been introduced at Boundary Brook 

Nature Park, again in the care of Oxford Urban Wildlife Group ( See Helosciadium repens 

report, above. 

Report and photographs by Judy Webb 
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Stachys germanica  Downy Woundwort 

This work is carried out by the Wychwood Flora Group. 

At Worsham Lane SSSI (The Freeboard, Minster Lovell), management work, cutting back 

the overgrown hedge followed by rotovation, carried out in March along a stretch of the track 

where Downy Woundwort has been recorded in the past, has paid off.  

In August, in addition to ten flowering plants, approximately 104 young plants were found 

growing amongst the new growth. Fortunately, these plants were growing close enough to the 

hedge to escape being run over by a vehicle driven illegally down the Freeboard in June.  

  

 

 

Young Downy Woundwort plants in the 

rotovated area on the Freeboard in August 

2021. 

 

At the Saltway SSSI in September, 22 plants which were in flower and/or going to seed were 

found, together with 18 young plants. In October the vegetation over the whole of the SSSI 

was cut and raked off. In November the area where the Downy Woundwort grows was 

rotovated around the existing plants and seedlings. When fallen beech leaves were raked off 

the site in December it was noted that some of the young plants were missing, probably eaten 

off by slugs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The area of the Saltway 

which was rotovated in 

October.  

 

 

 
 

Report by Brenda Betteridge and Photographs © Genny Early 
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Tephroseris integrifolia   Field Fleawort 

Though very little flowering was in evidence at Juniper Valley, the expertise of Andy Byfield 

and Andy McVeigh, on site in connection with the Plantlife project mentioned in the 

Pasqueflower section, meant that a survey of non-flowering rosettes became possible.  This 

confirmed the plant’s survival on the eastern slope from near the northern boundary over 

towards and below the original Pasqueflower exclosure.  Following the Plantlife restoration 

work it’s hoped that Field Fleawort may be among the species that could benefit from 

improvements to the habitat generally and more flowers will survive to set seed in future 

years.   In another part of the SSSI, members of the Reading & District Natural History 

Society, out on a field trip, managed to find three flowering plants in the general vicinity of 

an old record – an encouraging re-find. 

At White Horse Hill only two flowering Field Fleawort plants were found in 2021. It is hoped 

to make a concerted survey effort in 2022 to include flowering and non-flowering rosettes to 

gain an idea of the true status of the plant on site.  Formerly 50 – 100 plants were regularly 

recorded. 

 

Field Fleawort Tephroseris integrifolia at Juniper Valley, May 2021: developing flower stem. 

The rosette shows the characteristic arachnoid hairs which give a cobwebby appearance to 

the leaves and stem. 

Report and photograph by Kathy Warden 
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Viola stagnina   Fen Violet 

The Oxfordshire Fen Violet population continues to be the only one above ground in the UK. 

The two sites in East Anglia probably have seeds present in the soil but no plants up and 

growing. 

Disturbance of the soil at the Oxfordshire site, by removing a hedgerow strip of willows in 

2009/10, produced an estimated 5,000 new plants but numbers have gradually shrunk over 

the years to an estimated 400 in 2021.  The permanent 3m x 3m quadrat has maintained a 

steady group of plants rising up each year from a persistent root-stock, with between 10 and 

40 shoots showing each year.  A study into the presence of a seed bank of violet seeds is 

progressing with a small number of soil samples being taken over winter. 

Eight plants raised by the Oxford Botanic Garden were planted out at the Wytham Ditches 

and Flushes SSSI but suffered initially from trampling by livestock. 

 

 

 

Coring sample taken from the Oxfordshire Fen Violet native site at  Otmoor  24.1.21 

The core sample was washed, sieved and examined under a microscope to look for seeds 

Camilla Lambrick and Phil Cutt. 

Phil Cutt also took the photograph.  

Wytham Woods Arable Triangle Botanical Survey 2021 

In 2021, surveys were carried out by Wylie Horn, accompanied by Frances Watkins and 

Susan Erskine. This year’s surveys were curtailed by the combination of bad weather and 

external factors such as Covid-19 restrictions. The first survey on 11 May had to be cut short 

due to heavy rain and lightning close to the survey area, so no results are available for that 

day. The second survey, on 21 July, was more successful but was affected by the fact that it 

was late in the season. As a consequence, early flowering species are probably under-

represented.  

Sinapis arvensis and Pastinaca sativa were both less prevalent than in 2020 but Jacobaea 

erucifolia was more prominent. Overall, there was a reduced list of annuals with perennials 

being more prevalent. This may have been because the Natural England management regime 

mandated for the site only allowed half the site to be ploughed annually. This mandate 
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changed after the survey and later in the year the full site was ploughed. It will be interesting 

to see the effect this has on the number and diversity of annual species. 

The site looked more like a typical chalk grassland in 2021 than in 2020. Disturbed areas near 

the gate into the area and along the field edge contained a higher proportion of annuals than 

elsewhere in the field. Sadly, no Galium tricornutum was found on the site. Due to Covid19 

restrictions no further work was possible on establishing another re-introduction site 

elsewhere in Wytham Wood. 

Due to work commitments, I will not be able to take this aspect of the work forward in 2022. 

However, I will assist in the monitoring of arable annuals in the Wytham Woods Arable 

Triangle. 

Wylie Horn 
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Oxfordshire Flora Group audited accounts: Summary  

Jan to Dec 2021 

Summary of the OFG accounts for 2021 for the OFG Newsletter 

Balance Sheet £ £ 

Bank Balance at 1 January 2021   6,470.69 

Income from Natural England 3,374.00   

Donations 10.00   

Frilford Heath Golf Club 0.00   

Total Income for 2021   3,384.00 

Total Balance   9,854.69 

      

Expenditure from 2020 in 2021 254.80   

Expenditure for 2021 1,607.62   

Total Expenditure for 2021   1,862.42 

Bank Balance at 31 December 2021   7,992.27 

Balance of expenditure over income    1,521.58 

Additional information: 

Bank Balance at 31 December 2021  7,992.27  

Expenditure for 2021 paid 22/01/22   -1,205.61  

Expenditure for 2021 paid 23/01/22   -627.20  

Expenditure for 2021 paid 11/03/22   -374.07  

Expenditure for 2021 paid 9/04/22   -560.00  

  5,225.39  

   
Payment from Natural England 10/03/22  4,317.07  

Bank Balance at 10 April 2022  9,542.46  

The bank balance as at 31 December 2021 was £7,992.27 but £2,766.88 of expenses for 2021 

were paid in 2022 - see above. An invoice for £4,317.07 was raised on 28 February 2022 for 

the work done in 2021/22 on the species that Natural England fund: Helosciadium repens 

(was Apium repens), Viola stagnina, Carex vulpina, Galium tricornutum, Stachys germanica, 

Sium latifolium plus three additional Section 41 species (Pulsatilla vulgaris, Tephroseris 

integrifolia and Neotinea ustulata). 

£441.25 in the OFG account is left over from the publication of Oxfordshire's Threatened 

Plants in 2018. 

Sally Rankin Treasurer of OFG 
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Committee 

The committee is made up of volunteers. The committee for 2021 and the roles they 

undertook are listed below.  Any member of the ANHSO who feels they can make a 

significant contribution to the running of the OFG and would like to join the committee 

should get in touch with the Chair, Sally Abbey, to find out more. There are also 

opportunities to become Flora Guardians. It is not necessary to be on the committee to do 

this. There are some species and sites on our original list which still need more help.  Again, 

get in touch with Sally Abbey for more information. 

Main Committee members: 

Chair      Sally Abbey 

Treasurer     Sally Rankin 

Secretary     Sally Abbey 

Flora Guardian Co-ordinator   David Morris  

(Also BSBI Vice-county 23 recorder) 

Flora Guardian support   Kathy Warden 

Events organiser    Sue Helm 

Newsletter Editor    Sally Abbey 

Talks organiser    Tanya Smith 

Committee member    Oli Pescott 

Associate Committee members:  Camilla Lambrick (and OFG librarian) 

  Susan Erskine 

       Phil Cutt 

Frances Watkins (and webmaster)           

Judy Webb 

 

Hon. Auditor     Andrew Churchill Stone (at MercerLewin) 
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Plans for 2022 

Oxfordshire Flora Group 

Numerous field events take place which involve plant monitoring and practical conservation 

work, not all strenuous, such as scrub clearance and scarifying.  There are too many to list in 

this newsletter so please check on the calendar on the Oxfordshire Flora Group website 

which is regularly updated by Frances Watkins and can be found at www.anhso-ofg.org.uk. 

Alternatively, you can email the chairman at chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk  

Clearly any such events could be affected by weather, or even Covid-19 regulation, so please 

ensure that you let the named organiser know you are intending to join.  

OFG Flora Guardian Co-ordinator and VC23 County Recorder: David 

Morris 

David Morris can be contacted on david.m.morris1989@gmail.com. He also runs surveys in 

the Oxfordshire area and you can find his blog on oxbot.blogspot.co.uk/p/botanical-

events.html). There is also a list of designated dates on the OFG calendar. 

Wychwood Flora Group (Formerly Cotswold Rare Plants Group) 
The Wychwood Flora Group is an active group of people with a passion for plants whose 

objective is to look after the wildflowers that are found in the Wychwood Project area. We 

monitor numbers of rare plants annually and work with the Evenlode Catchment Partnership 

and others, as well as undertaking management activities where necessary. Flora Guardians 

for each site are nominated, and they liaise with landowners with regard to survey dates and 

access, conduct the survey, record plant numbers and note any land management 

requirements. 

Please contact wychwoodfloragroup@gmail.com if you want to know more. 

Contact addresses 

To talk about joining the committee :  chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk 

Interested in becoming a Flora Guardian: coordinator@anhso-ofg.org.uk  

Oxfordshire Floral Recovery: s.rankin@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.anhso-ofg.org.uk/
mailto:chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk
mailto:david.m.morris1989@gmail.com
http://oxbot.blogspot.co.uk/p/botanical-events.html
http://oxbot.blogspot.co.uk/p/botanical-events.html
mailto:wychwoodfloragroup@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@anhso-ofg.org.uk
mailto:s.rankin@btinternet.com
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Lizard Orchid 

North of Kidlington 

2021 

 

Photograph taken by Christopher 

Hoskin 

 

 

This newsletter is intended to inform you of the work of the Oxfordshire Flora Group and is 

circulated to members of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire who have 

expressed an interest in receiving it, our partners, landowners we work with and other 

interested parties. If you don’t think you are on our mailing list and would like to be, please 

email newsletter@anhso-ofg.org.uk.  

Similarly, if you no longer want to receive it, please contact the same email address.  

mailto:newsletter@anhso-ofg.org.uk
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ABOUT THE OXFORDSHIRE FLORA GROUP 

The Group (formerly the Rare Plants Group) is part of the Ashmolean Natural History Society of 

Oxfordshire and works in partnership with many other organisations to conserve rare wild plants in 

Oxfordshire: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
 

 


