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Introduction 

F. Watkins 

In 2009, the Ashmolean Natural History Society of Oxfordshire held a dinner at 

Wolfson College to commemorate the 200
th

 anniversary of the birth of Charles 

Darwin. (See the invitation below.) The Fritillary Board decided to dedicate this 

volume of Fritillary, volume 6, to Charles Darwin, in honour of this birthday. The 

board would like to record its thanks to Dr Alison McDonald who did much work on 

setting up this volume. 

The dinner was preceded by a lecture given by Dr Kenneth McNamara in which he 

discussed the concepts of paedomorphosis and peramorphosis. This lecture is 

summarised in this volume of Fritillary. At the dinner Serena Marner provided a small 

exhibition of some of the Darwin memorabilia from the Oxford Herbaria and her 

description of them in this volume makes fascinating reading. Also in this volume are 

some light-hearted verses by Andrew Lack which he recited at the dinner. They 

describe Darwin’s study of the Galapagos finches and his own father’s subsequent 

work on them.  

Otherwise, in this volume, Fritillary pursues its mission of publishing papers and lists 

relating to the natural history (in the widest sense) of the three counties, Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. John Campbell gives us two more useful 

invertebrate lists and Stephen Pickles tells us what he has been able to discover about 

our local populations of Marsh Helleborine and, surprisingly, how much we still do 

not know about them. 

To prove that we do not confine ourselves strictly to natural history, we have an 

informative paper on our local place names by Anne Cole in which she relates them to 

plants and to land forms. Finally, Roy Overall gives us a description of his life 

looking after the swifts in the tower of the Oxford University Museum of Natural 

History.  
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